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The PREFACE. 


T was well ſaid of M* Caſe, in his Sermon before Page 38. 


J the Peers, March 25. 1646. That [if either 
A. Saints may make Opinions , or Opinions 
may make Saints, we ſhall quickly have more O- 
pinions then Saints in the Land.] Indeed this Land 
is overgrown with wild Opimons, 'and thoſe Opinions 
have been planted in it by pretended Saints. 

The deſign therefore of thele Papers is, to blaſt ſome 
of thoſe Opmions, and to undeceive ſome of thoſe perſons, 
who are otherwiſe too forward to loſe as well their Souls 
as their Charity im their Opining. Foy they reſt not 
in the Speculation, their Opintons have an influence 
into their Pra&tice, and from Opining they proceed to 
Judgment, and paſs ther Sentence , as much to their 
own Peril and the injury of the Church, as to the Scan- 
dal of their Seduced Confidents. For (amongfFt- other 
things which fall under their Cenſure) while they wilifie 
the Liturgie, they reproach the Church, which performs 
her Solemn Service by it ; and while they admire their 
wn Conceptions, as the certain EffeCts of Grace and 
Vehicles of Comfort , they deceive themſelves ; and 
While they inſinuate their attainments of Art and In- 
duſtry to be immediate Inſpirations and the ſpecial 
Gitt of God, they delude the people. 
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And yet, whether All the Devotions of the Church in 
Publick Aſſemblies ſhould be reſtrain'd to Preſcri- 
bed Forms, #s a queſtion wherein perſons of great Lear- 
ning and Integrity ſeem to be divided ; and the Prel- 
byrerian-Divines more eſpecially ſeem to lay the main 
ſtreſs of their Grand Debate upon this Article. For 
The Grand they tell us , ® This Propoſition in queſtion ; (That 
ebate, it is needful tothe Peace of the Church thar all 
| the Churches under one Prince ſhould uſe one 
Form of Liturgie] containeth the reſt ; And they ſay fur- 
ther, [It is a matter of far greater trouble to us, 
that you (the CommiſSoners they mean) would deny 
us and all Miniſters the Liberty of uſing any 0- 
ther Prayers beſides the Liturgie, then that yon 
age go, Impole thele ; And again they adde , [That if once 
it be known that you (the ſaid Commiſſioners) have 
a deſign to work out all Prayers ( even thoſe of 
the Pulpit) except ſuch as you preſcribe, it will 
make many thouſand people, fearing God, to be 
averſe to that which elſe they would have ſub- 
mitted to.) 

By which expreſsions we may perceive they have a 
great fondneſs for their own Conceptions : and for my 
part, I profeſs ingenuouſly, I'was G ar from attempting 
to encounter them out of deſign or choice, that T had ſome 
kind of prejudice to the prathice I was to plead for, ha- 
ving never accuſtomed my ſelf to it. But being drawn 

into 


woe 70, 
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into this ingagement by ſuch an invitation as Tcould not 
handſomly declme, I was concerned to weigh the point in 
order to my own ſatisfattion, that ſo I might be the better 
able to give an account thereof to others. 

But my purpoſe is not to run over the whole Volume 

F their Exceptions againſt the Licurgie ; ( ſuch a pre- 

umption would be inexcuſable , an intruſion into that Of- 
fice which is incumbent upon others by a more eſpecial 
obligation : ) but to gratifie a particular ExpeFtation, 
and by thus Skirmiſhing the Party, to diſcover that 
they have more Colours on their fide then 
pons ; and though they can make a ſhift to make a 
Show, and by falſe Muſters to ſeem numerous, yet that 
their Forces are not impregnable. 

But T deſire not to be miſtaken ; for I do not goe a- 
bout to diſparage ſo excellent and divine 4 duty as Prayer 
is, or diſcourage from the frequent praftice of it. I am 
ſatisfied that occaſional Fjaculations and Prayers of a 
privare Conception are not unlawful ; and the experi- 
ence of devout and holy Souls aſſures me, that (as they 
may be uſed, eſpecially in private) they are of great ef- 
ficacy and very beneficial, But when they are ſet up m 
competition With a well-digeſted Liturgie, preſcrib'd and 
eſtabliſh'd by Authority for publick uſe, Tam at a ſtand, 
and cannot find zeaſon enough to be their Advocate , or 
give them my (Brave upon that account. 

For I obſerve, that the moſt Seraphic Souls, whoſe 
B Con- 
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Converſation is in Heaven, and thety Lives unre- 
provable im alt things, They are much addifted to the 
Publick Form, and Holy Martyrs have made uſe of it 
45 their beſt Cordial , and died with it in their boſomes. 
And truly the reverence which T do moſt deſeryedly bear 
to the example and Authority of ſo venerable a Sanfity, 
doth heighten my eſteem of it, and Will not allow me to 
quit my mtereſt im the Licurgie. 

T objerve on the other ſide, that men of looſe Principles 
(as to the duty of Subje&tion and Obedience eſpecially) do 
very much dote upon their Extemporary Conceptions ; 
and MalefaQors (not of the leaſt magnitude) without 
any ſignification of Repentance for their Crimes, ap- 
plaud themſelves in this Exerciſe , and are tranſported 
With the ſenſe of ſuch their occaſional enlargements. 
And for this reaſon. T cannot perſwade my ſelf to. think 
this Pretended Gift ſuch y cat Amulert , as is 
able to ſecure All perſons which carry it in their head; or 
Tear it at their tongues end. 

But it may be return'd upon us, That ſuch as have a 
good opinion of the Licurgie , and offer up their Devoti- 
ons 1n it , are not. very ftricÞ.in meaſuring their lives and 
attions by the Rules of it. T wiſh there were leſs of 
truth im this Objeftion : But, let us conſider the nature of- 
the thing it ſelf. For God's part, being the Ancient of 
daies, and knowing our. thoughts long before, He can 
no. more be. taken with the. Novelty then with the Ele- 
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gancy of our Expreſſions. And for man , That Variety 
of Conceptions, (ſo earneſtly contended for) hath more 
of temptation and peril , but not more of real advan- 
tage, then a Preſcribed Liturgie. 

This indeed #5 no fewel to feed our wanton Curioſity : 
but for a ſolid Vertue and Devotion. In ſubmiſſion to the 
uſe whereof, we exerciſe our Humility and Obedience, 
our Self-denial , and the reſignation of our own 
Judgment ; all which axe duties of high account in the 
holy Goſpel. Whereas thole other are more apt to be per- 
verted , to be made an entertainment for Fancy , and to 
poiſon the heart "with affteRation and vain-glory. If 
they have any Prerogartive above the common Form, 
T am confident, we ſhall find the influence of it no where 
but upon the ſenſitive nature, or lower Region of the 
Soul. If the Will and the Underſtanding be more uni- 
ted unto God, and better fixed upon him, by this means, 
fure they are able to make proof of it ; and if theycandoe 
this, they may gain a Prolelyte to their Party. But till 
I find better Arguments then any they have yet produ- 
ced , T ſee nouſurpation nor abſurdity nor inconve- 
nience in it , if it be needful to have a more particular 
addreſs in the Pulpit, for a ſpecial blefiing upon that 
Diſpenſation, T hat it be preſcribed to us by our Su- 
periours. And to Their Authority and Prudence I bum- 
bly ſubmit my ſelf, with the whole Diſcourſe that followeth 


upon this Argument. 
B : THE 


Books fold by R. Royſton. 


1, The Calnnf's Cabinet unlock'd, or Tiltrw his Apologie a 
oainſt Mr, Baxter, ſet forth in the Preface to his Jrotzan Religion. 


2: Memerarda touching the Oath ex Officio, together with an ab» 
ſtrat of the Apologie written by Dr, Coſens; as alſo a Manuſcript of 
Dr, Davenant's late Biſhop of Saltbury ;- by Sir Edward Lake 
Baronet, Chancellor of' Lincoln, new, 47. 


3. The Merit of the Old Engliſh Clergy afferted; and the Demes 
rit of the New diſcovered, new, $*. 


4: Aabrief: Survey of Antiquity for the tryal of the Romiſh: Do- 
Arines aſſerted in a book intituled Scripture miflaken , by H, Ferne 
late Lord Biſhop of Chefter, new, 12*, 
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HAT the jealous or unwary Reader may 
find no temptation to miſtake our mea- 
ning, we muſt premiſe, That the private 

eq Devotions of {ingle perſons are not the 


————— 


Subje& of this Debate; and conſequent- 
ly, Whether the uſe of a Set Form, or 
his own occaſional free Conceptions be moſt beneficial, is 
left to every mans own experience to determine, being 
profeſſedly no part of our Inquiry, What is ficteſt for 
the Celebration of Divine Service in Publick Aſſemblies, 
What moſt advantageous to God's Glory and the peoples 
Edification ; This is it which falls under our preſent Exa- 
mination, 

That the Liberty which ſome men plead for, in this par- 
ticular, hath been a Liberty to vent their Paſ7ons, to in- 


ſinuate their Fealouſies , to diſſeminate their pernicious 
C Prin- 


Chry/oft, 
heophy- . 
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Principles, to foment a Fat#1on, is ſo evident, that he muſt 
have been ſomewhat more then aſleep in the time of our 
lateStorm, who hath not obſerved ic. The door was no 
ſooner opened for the inlargement of ( that which They 
call) the Spirit of Grace and Supplication, but we found 
preſently that the Spirit of ContraditFion and Diſobed:- 
ence was let looſe upon us, Whether that Spirit of Mo- 
deration ſo much pretended to, be a ſufficient Curb to 
reſtrain the like Enormities at preſent, they are beſt able 
to judge, who have moſt opportunity to frequent thoſe 
Publick Exerciſes wherein ſuch a Liberty is ſtill uſed. 

T hat the indiſcretion or intemperance of ſome men 
ſhould occahon a Law that binds up the Liberty of all the 
reſt, may ſeem ſevere, yet is not, for thus it mult be in the 
Governmear of Societies, not only for 1{niformity, ( which 
makes them ſolid and beautiful) but ro prevent ſundry 
miſchiets which otherwiſe would certainly inſue, A diſcri- 
mination in this Caſe would prove a matter of envy to 
ſome, of diſcouragement to others, an entertaiment to the 
::ching eare, the curioſity and vanity in moſt ; and he had 
need be mortified into a profound humility, that does not 
abuſe his Licence, and make it an opportunity to exerciſe 
his Pride and Oſtentation, in. ſtead of his. pretended 
Gifts, 

To prevent which Irregularities, it well becomes the 
Care and Prudence of oor Governours ,. to tie us u 
ſtrictly to the uſe of Preſcribed Forms in our Publick 
Worlhip: provided thoſe impoſed be not wnlawfnl or in- 
expedient ; which is the main Matter of this Debate, 

That in S' Pawl's days,not only Prayers,but Pſalms alſo, 
were made by ſome perſons upon the Sudden and imme- 
diate Suggeſtion of the Spirit, is the intimation of thac 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor.14. 14,26, © Leſt men through their igno- 
© rance ſhould petition for things impertinent and =—_— 
* fitable, 


In the point of Prayer. 


« fitable , that X<p:que., that Gift of Prayer, was confer- 

{t them, and 
&« what conduced to the common welfare of all , that he 
« beg2'd on their- behalf, and taught others alſo to peti- 


< red upon ſome one that then lived am 


© tion for it, Thus * S* Chryſoſtome and » TheophylatF. 
But The with other Miraculows Gifts ( which were 
needful at the Founding of the Chriſtian Church, as 
Scaffolds are for the Erecting of a Building ) when the 
Church was well eſtabliſhed , were taken away, and the 
Fabrick left to ſtand upon the ſtrength of thoſe Pillars 
and Principles which were deſigned to ſupportit. And 
foraſmuch as the neceſſity of Prayer was to continue, the 
uſe of it likewiſe was to be perpetuated to the worlds 
end; and to this pogo the abſence of that Gift was 
ſupplied by the Miniſtery of a Litergie , which is the 
importance of thoſe words which follow therein $; Chry- 
ſoſtome , % s, vuu avpCoNey bay 0 I1axoO., mas Vrip TY 
Ines 418 Gigs cas, Of which | extraordinary difpenſati- 
on] the Deacon & now the Symbol and repreſentative , in 
his offering up of prayers for the People, which certainly 
the Deacon in $ Chryſoſtome's time performed by an eſta- 
bliſh:d Licurgie, * Whereupon the Father ſaith, i753 #1 oi 
angol Tive O's; eu edmy, ms Ta0% xown bor 1 ouny. The 
Faichful knew very well what they were to Pray for, all 
Prayer being Common (and fo, well known ) amongſt 
them. And [gnatizs, Contemporary with the Apoſtles, 
an1a Diſciple to one of them, and therefore well acquain- 
ted with their miud, doth vehemencly exhort the Magne- 
{ians to theulſe of one Common prayer, as we (hall oo 
occaſion to ſhew more fully anon, And that the Apoſtle 
himſelf was no enemy to this kind of Naywindy , may 
be reaſonably evinced from his woing the ſeveral Chur- 
ches ina Dzaled thar can haxdly be fo:ced fo' a Contrary 
iaterprecation ; | Now I beſeech you Lata (ſaith he, - 
2 the 


2 Ad Rom. 
homil. 14. 
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the Corinthians, ) by the name of our Lord Feſws Chriſt, 
that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no Divi- 
ſions or Schiſms amongſt you * but that ye be perfeitly joyned 
together in the ſame mind and in the ſame judgement. 
Therefore, ſaich Deodati, He requireth 4 Conſent in words, 
thoughts, affettion, and will ;, to the end that all may be ex- 
tire, To this purpoſe allo that great Apoſtle prayes unto 
God, on behalt of the Church planted among the-Ro- 
mans, in theſe words, | Now the God of patience grant you 
to be like- minded one towards another, fer the example of 
Feſus Chriſt.) But would the Apoſtle havea conſent of 
mind onely, and no conſent in their expreſſions of it? zn 
Unity in Dodrine, and no Uniformity in the holy Offices 
of k eligion? No ſurely, He would have them accord in 
mind, that they might the better communicate in the pra- 

Rice of external Forms of Worſhip z for what elſe can be 
implyed by his following words, [That ye may with one 

wind and one month elorifie God, even the Father of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt ? | From which Scriptures 'tis obvious 
to colle&t, that a harmony of Devotions ( as to the ex- 

rernal mode an4 vocal expreſſion) as well as of Judgment, 

is very acceptable ro God, and very commendable in 

God's Worſhip and ſervice. To deny this is to impeach 

the wiſdome of the great Apoſtle, which was aſſiſted by 

Divine inſpiration, | 

Our proof then for the Lawfulneſs of a Preſcribed Zi- 
turgie is managed thus : 

That Service of God which i Conſonant to Holy Scripture 
ho” [This Propoſition cannot be denied unleſſe 
ſomething Conſonant to Scripture be unlawful,} This 
therefore being granted, I aſſume, 

The Service of God performed by a Preſcribed Liturgie is 
Conſonant to Holy Scripture, pi a 

[ 


This Propoſition is proved after this manner ; That Ser- 
vice 
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vice of God whereby we declare that we are perfeitly joyned 
together in the ſame mind and in the ſame judgement , 
whereby we do all ſpeak the ſame thing, and with one mind 
and one mouth glorify God , That ſervice i conſonant to 
Holy Scripture, ( for they are the very words of it * ) 

By the Service of God performed by a Preſcribed Litur- 
gie we declare, that we are perfectly joyned together 7 
the ſame minde and in the ſame judgement, we do all ſpeak 
the ſame thing, and with one mind and one month glorifie 
Goa. Ergo. 

le is therefore no wates contrary to Scripture what we 
find declared * in Synodo Epaunenſi, That Ad celebrandum * ©9: 27. 
divina of ficia, ordinem, quem Metropolitani tenent , Pro- 
vinciales obſervare debebunt, Ia the celebration of the Di- 
vine Offices that Order which was obſerved in the Me- 
tropolitical Church was to be the ſtandard and patern 
to which the whole Province was to conform. And fo ir 
was determined » i» ConcilioGerundenſi , to this purpoſe, bDe confeer. 
Inſtitutio Miſſarum, ſicut in Metropolitana Eccleſia agitur, 4: C. Injti> 
itz in Dei nomine, in omnibus provinciis tam ipſius Miſſe © 
ordo, quam Pſallendi vel Miniſtrand! conſuetudo ſrrvetur, 

And there is an excellent reaſon alledged for it in the 
<4, Council of Toledo, Poſt ree Fidei confeſSionem , que <cca. 2, 
in Sanita Dei Eccleſia predicatur, placuit ut emnes Sacer- 
dotes, qui Catholice fidei unitate completimur, nihil ultrs 
diverſum, aut diſſenam in Eccleſiaſtics Sacraments aga- 
MMHs 3 + ara noftra diver fitas apad ignotos, ſew Carna- 


les, Schiſmatis errorem videatar oftendere;, & multis extet 
in Scandalum warietas Ecclefiarums, Unus ergo ordo 0- 
randi atque Pſallendi a wobis per omnem Hiſþpan:am atque 
Calliciam conſervetar;, unus modus in Miſſarum ſolennta- 
tibus , unw 1m veſpertinis = z nee diverſa ſit ultra 
4 nobis Ecclefiaſtica conſuetudo;, quia uni fide continemar 


& regw#, Hoc enim & Antiqui Canones decrevernnt , ut 
C #1 4- 
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wnagueque provincia & Pſallendi & Miniſtrandi parem 
pu Lan teneat, After the confeſſion of the true 
Faith, which is preached in the holy Church of God, they 
would have all the Catholick Prieſts, wh:ch were compre- 
hended in the unity of the Catholick Faich, to'doe no- 
thing different or diſagreeing in the celebration of Di- 
vine Service; leſt amongſt ſtrangers, or Carnal men, their 
diverſity ſhould be taken for an evidence of Schilm, and 


their variety become a matter of Scandal, They would 


have one order of Prayer & Singing obſerved throughout 
Spain,8c, one mode in the Solemnities of the Sacrament, 
one in the Offices for the Evening : Neither would they 
admit of any diverſity of uſages in the Church , becauſe 
they were of one Faith and one Kingdome, And this 
they declare to be according to the Decrees of the ( then ) 
Ancient Canons, 

Bur perhaps though a preſcribed Form of Prayer be 
very lawful, it may be wonderfully ;nexpedient, and under 
that notion it may be fir to explode and turn it out of the 
Church, What the Presbyterian Divines have delivered 
ro this purpoſe, we are now (trictly to examine, by ta- 
king a punctual ſurvey of that harangue which they deli- 
vered at the Savoy upon that Argument, 

By what means this came to be uſhered in, we ſhall in- 
form you, by giving you notice that the ſaid Divines did 
propoſe, [That all the Prayers and other Materials of the 
Liturgie may conſiſt of nothing doubtful or queſtioned 4- 
mongſ(t pious, learned, and orthodox perſans And they 
adde further, that | To Load our Publick Forms with the 
Private Fancits upon which we differ, s the moſt Soveraign 
way to perpetuate Schiſm to the worlds end.) Here the E- 
piſcopal Divines joyn i{;ue with them, and return this 
An(wer, | We heartily deſire that, according to this propoſal, 
great care may be taken to ſuppreſs thoſe private canceptions 

0 


In the point of Prayer. 
of Prayer before and after Sermon, leſt private Opinions 
/ hs the techs of oder in which b hath, pr will 
be, if private perſons take Liberty to make publick Prayers. ] 
This 15 that which raiſeth the great cry, that hath awake- 
ned my attention, and engaged my pen to weigh the ſeve- 
ral periods and accents of it, 

For thoſe Epiſcopal Divines having declared their de- 
fire ( which ſeems very reaſonable ) that the haſty Con- 
ceptions of private perſons might ſtrike ſail ro the preſcri- 
bed Forms of ſolemn Service in the Church; The —_ 
rians, as it they had been touch'd in the apple of their 
eye, let looſe their paſſions, and reply to them in theſe 
words , [The defire of your hearts is the grief of onrs : | 
and to break the force of their reaſon as well as they can, 
they tell them further, That [The conceptions of Prayer 
by a publick perſon, according to a publick Rule , for a pub- 
lick nſe , are not to be rejefted as private Conceptions.) 
But how farre the perſon they plead for is a Publick per- 
ſon, and how wide the Rule is which they chuſe to mea- 
ſure their Conceptions by, we ſhall have occaſion to exa- 
mine hereafter, In the mean while, if their Conceptions 
be really for a Publick uſe, that is, for the common benefit 
of the Church, it is very fit they ſhould. be allowed for 
ſuch by publick Authoritte ; andrill that be firſt obrai» 
ned , we cannot think fit to let them paſſe for currant, 
though they grow ſomewhat inveRive, and tell us [Je 
had hoped you had deſigned no ſuch Innovation 4s this inthe 
Church, ] But what rake is that forehead of thar 


cannot bluſh at ſo ſhameleſs an Imputation ! For this Mat- 
ter hath been throughly examined, and, upon triall, the 
Innovation is found to ly at their door who raiſe the Cla- 
mour ;, as Dr Heylin hath evinced, in A _ Diſcowrſe 
rouching this particular, to which we do reter 
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And they have need enough of it z for this is ſo ſtrange 
a thing to them, that they profeſle, in the next words, 
[When we have heard any ſay that it would come tothis, and 
that you deſigned the ſuppreſsion of the free m_ of Mini- 
fſters in the Pulpit, ſuited to the variety of Subjeits and Oc- 
caſions, we have rebuked them as uncharitable, in paſſing ſo 
heavy a Cenſure on you : And what would have been ſaid of 
1s 4 yeare agoe , if we ſhould have ſaid that this was in your 
hearts ? 

It had been well for the Church, if the Pulpit had never 
been ſo much advanced above the Deske in the opinion 
of the people, Bur that it was never deſigned for a place 
of Prayer, but of Exhortation onely, is well obſerved by 
Dr Heylin , though it hath been the practice of the Sed:- 
tious and Malecontents in this later Age, to take SanFuary 
there, as a place of freedo:;ne to vent themſelves, and to 
ſay and pray what they liſt, Otherwiſe they might have 
found variety enough, both for Subjeds and Occaſions, in 
the ſeveral Szrvices of the Church, to have entertain'd 
their Devotions, For herein we are taught to ask thoſe 
things which are requiſite and neceſſary as well for the Body 
45 the Soul, as well tor this life as tor that which ts to come z 
for the whole eſtate of Chriſts Church Militant here on Earth; 
for Fews, Turks, Infidels, and Hereticks : The very Litany 
alone is ſo Comprehenlive in this kind, that the attentive 
and devout Reader will ſtand in doubt which he ſhould 
moſt admire, whether the fullneſs of that excellent Form, 
or the injuſtice of your Complaint for want of ſuch a pro- 
viſion, And if in any particulars our Forms appear to be de- 
fetive, the Care and Prudence of our vigilant Swperiours 
iS able to ſupply them ; and no doubt they will per- 
form it, upon a due and moJeſt application to that pur- 
poſe : and then there will be no great need of your Free 
Prayers in the Pulpit, vn 

c 
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We cannot but thank you for your Charity & candour, 
in rebaking thoſe as uncharitable,in paſſing ſo heavy a Cen» 
ſure-on us : but we ſhould be more ingaged to you, if we 
might find choſe good Qualities in you when we do really 
ſtand in need of them. However, we learn thus much by 
your own Conteſſion, that you are as liberal in giving your 
Rebukes as others are in paſſing heavy Cenſures,upon light 
occaſions, And yetlI fee not how you can properly call it 
a Cenſure , which preſuppoſeth at leaſt ſome pretended 
Miſdemeanour , for this was but a ſuſpicion or ſurmiſe 
what we would endeavour to doe for the future, And if you 
had ſaid a year agoe , that this was in our hearts, I know 
not what could have been ſaid to it, but this, that you 
did us the honour to imply , that the Good old Laws, 
( whereof this is one, ) to which we have conſtantly ad- 
hered, were written there alſo, 

This being well conſidered , we cannot eafily give cre- 
dit to your next Conjecture, That [ norhing will more 
alienate the hearts of many holy, prudent perſons _ the 
Common Prayer, then to perceive that it # framed and uſed 
4s an inſtrument to ſhut out all other prayers, as the Mini- 
fters private Conceptions,) And yet we mult tell you, the 
Common Prayer was neither framed nor uſed to that end 
but being it is a Form (0 well weighed , ſo well known, 
ſo comprehenſive, and one that hath the ſtamp of Royal 
Authority to make ir Currant, it is fit it ſhould be re(to- 
red to that due reſpec and veneration which our Firſt Re- 
formers and holy Martyrs have paid to it : and if all pri- 
vate Conceptions ( for whoſe introduftion this Com- 
mon Prayer hath been ſo long ſequeſtred and Jaid afide ) 
be now turn'd out of the Publick Service of the Church, 
that it may recover its Original right and intire poſſeſſion 
therein, this is but a juſt retaliation; and the hearts of 
perſons truly holy and prudent will got be the more alie- 
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nated, but rather the more wedded to it upon this oc- 
cafton, | 

But you go on, and tell us | Such an end and deſign will 
make it under the notion of a Means, another thing then elſe 
it would be, and afford men ſuch an Argument againſt it as 
we deſire them not to have. } What your Notion of a Means 
(as 'tis here inſerted) fignifies, and whither it would, I 
confeſs my ſelf unable to divine: but if it will afford any 
man a go04 Argument againſt the Ziturgie, Ihave good 
reaſon to perſwade my (et you are deſirous enough of that 
adyantage, Had your kindnels to it prompted you to cut 
off occalion from them that ſeek occaſton to quarrel at ir, 
you would neither have ſtrained your Conſcience nor 
your Wit to furniſh them with ſuch Weapons as you pro- 
duce to Combate it, And yet the beſt Artillerie you arm 
them with are but thoſe old ruſty Cavils, which have had 
their Edges turn'd and their Points broken off long agoe 
in the like incounter. You inſtnuate mdeed, that the Ar- 
gument which we our ſelves afford is more dangerous 
then any of your framing z but let them or you manage it 
as your Skill ſhall ſerve you, we are not frighted with fuch 
Mormoe's. And your exprefſions are nothing elſe to our 
apprehenſion , for had you had any Confidence to prevail 
over us by this means, you would not have added your 
next Exception, [ But we hope you ſpeak not the Publick 
ſenſe.) 

What the Pwblick ſenſe is, you may learn from the 
Canons of Ancient Councils , with the Cuſtoie of the 
Univerſal Church, and the practice of our moſt Reve- 
rend and Learned Clergy fince the Reformation; and to 
them we ſhall referre you. 

Bur for your ſelves, vou plead thus in the next place, 
F As the Apoſtle deſired that all would ſpeak the ſame things, 
without giving them ( that ever was proved) a forme of | 

words 
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words to ſptak them in ; ſo might we propoſe to you, That uw- 
certain Opinions be made no part of our Ch__ without 
putting all their Words into their Months, in w ich their de- 
fires muſt be uttered, ] You ſay well , ſo you might ; but 
did the Apoſtle conjure all to ſpeak the ſame thing ? and 
did he got givethem a form ot words to ſpeak them in 
What thiak you of his 1T@- 4:4 «x7, Rom. 6, 17, his 
erznomuz F mews, Rom. 12. 6 5: What think you of his 
x9»w!, Phil,3,16, his Rule of the New Creature, Gal.6.16, 
and his firſt principles, Hebr.5.12 * Doth heinjoyn Titus 
rohold faſt rhe faithful Word? Tir, I, 9, and Timothy, to 
keep the Depoſitum ? 1 Tim, 6, 20, and to hold faſt the 
Form of ſound words which he had been taught * 2 Tim, 
1,13, and yet deſirea thing ſo unreaſonable, {o impoſſible, 
that all ſhould ſpeak the ſame thing , and give them no 
form of words ( that ever was proved) to ſpeak them in ? 
Was not this Form of words put into the mouths of all the 
Catechument ? and were they not all baptized upon the 
profeſſion hereof 2 Can there be any thing more clear 
then this out of the Writings of the Ancients ? And 
what if a Form of Prayer be put into our mouths too? Did 
not Fohn the Baptiſt put ſuch a one into the Mouths of 
his, and our S4av:owr another into the Mouths of his Di- 
ſciples * Why then, of all the men in the world, muſt you 
be left at Liberty, to vent your own Conceptions, as your 
Phantaſy (hall ſerve to vary them , upon all S»bje&s and 
Occaſions ? Is the Church better edified, or Almighty 
God better pleaſed with your devotions, when they are 
preſented in ſuch a new dreſs, then when they are offered 
up in the ſolemn Form of anolc Licurgic* I ann ſure(to ſay 
nothing of Diſobedience ) Pride & \ ain-glory, Hypocrifie 
and Carnal craft may and do more eafi]y take ſanctuary 
there then here, Bur if theſe cannot be proved to be the 
Shrines,by the making whereof you get your wealth ; we 
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know you will have Artifice enough to proclaim them to 
be that Palladium which fell down from Fupiter ; and if 
ths be once taken from you , you muſt preſently give all 
for loſt, This you make the Kgrmeyzor of Election, and to 
deny you th# is to eclipſe, if not extinguiſh, the light of 
your Comfort, The Reprobates many times have the ſame 
ſpiritual irradiations, the ſame guſts and ſentiments with 
the Elect, infomuch that they cannot find matter enough 
in themſelves for their own judgment to make the diſcri- 
mination, How then ſhall the Faithful be able to make a 
true eſtimate of their own Adoption? Mr, Calvin * hath 
reſolved the doubt, 2uamvis magna ſit ſimilitudo & af- 
finitas inter Dei Elefos & qui fide caduca ad tempus donan- 
tur, vigere tame in ſolss Elettis fiduciam illam, quam ce- 
lebrat Paulus, ut pleno ore clament, Abba, Pater. Although 
there be a great reſemblance and affinity between the Elect 
of God and temporary believers, yet there remains in the 
Elec onely that afhance and tru? , ( which S* Paul cele- 
brates,)whereby they are able wich much freedome to cry, 
Abba, Father. The Gift of Prayer ( which is become ap- 
propriate amongſt you to theſe Extemporary effuſions ) 
puts his Adoption ſure, beyond the hefication or Modeſty 
of all peradventure, But the plain truth is, as the matter 
is carried among(t you, this Gzft of Prayer ( as you phraſe 
it) is made a temptation and a ſnare, an inſtrument of 
much more danger then fecuricy to mens Souls, For ha- 
ving firſt wrought thiEconceit into the minds of men, thar 
to be able to open his Boſome, or rather his Mouth, free- 
ly, in Confeſſion, Deprecation and Prtition, is acertain fign 
of Grace; and perſwading them, in the ſecond place, thar 
that Grace is irreſiſtible and inamiſſiblez the man that 
gets a volubility ot ronge, a readineſs of expreſſion, with 


' a cqmpetent meaſure of boldneſsand haſtineſs to utter any 


thing before the Lord *, is induced preſently, or rather 
ſeduced, 
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feduced, to flitter himſelf into an opinion ( whatever his 
other practices and courſe of lite be ) that his ſtate is very 
o00d and irreverſible, 

But to awaken men out of this golden Dream, that they 
ſleep not the ſleep of death, let us remember them of that 
which is recorded by * Abrahams Scultetus of a notorious 
Arch- Heretick in Germany, whoſe name was Swenckfield, 
( He faith ) He was wont, Ardentes ad Deum Preces creber- 
rime fundere, to powre forth frequently moſt ardent Pray- 
ers to Almighty God, And of blaſphemous Hacker, who 
was executed in the daies of Queen Elizabeth it is obſer- 
ved by many, that he was ſo ardent in his Devotions, that 
he would raviſh all that heard him: and ſome were in- 
fected with the venome of his Opinion, being drawn into 
that contagion by no other engine but that very charm of 
his ardent Praying, Fertsr hic Hacketus, (ſaith Hadrianus 
Saravia of him ) in concipiendis extempore precibus adea 
excelluiſſe, ut Dei Spiritu ewm totum ardere, & ab eo iÞſiies 
regi linguam, iſti duo crederent, &c, That is, This Hacket 
is reported to have excelled ſo much in praying extempore, 
that thoſe two( his Diſciples) did verily believe him altoge- 
ther to have been inflamed by the Spirit of God, and that his 
tongue was governed by Him : and ſuch admirers were they 
of him, that as they believed there was nothing but he might 
obtain by his prayers from God ;, ſo conſequently, nothing 
that he deſired, but he might effef, Adde hereunto what 
is recorded of Fohn Baſilides Duke of Moſcovia, that his 
carriage at his ſolemn LVevotions, how he prayed, how he 
faſted, how ſevere he was towards others, as well of his 
Camp as of his Court, that did not at thoſe times con- 
form themſelves to his example, is wonderful to be re- 
lated : and yet theman was an horrid Hell- Hound, an in- 
carnate Devil, to whom Nero, Calizula, and the fierceſt 
Tyrants. of Ancient times compared may be thought 
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Saints, of Merciful men, He thar deſires further ſatisfai- 
on in this particular, may conſult Dr, Meric Caſaubon his 
Treatiſe of Enthuſiaſm , cap, 6, But we need not travail 
out of the confines of our own 7ſland for Examples to ve- 
rifie this ſad Obſervation : for who pretended more to this 
Gift of Extempore-prayer then out late * Regicides ? and 
yet I am perſiwaded,at leaſt of ſome of them, that they had 
never ingaged ſo deep in thoſe horrid Crimes for which 
they do moſt juſtly ſuffer, had not the Devil taken his ad- 
vantage to tranſport them by the help of this execrable 
Deluſion. Is it not then a ſignal piece of Charity, as well 
as Prudence, to withdraw that ſlippery plank that hath 
deceived ſo many mens confidence, and betrayed them un- 
toſhipwreck, that others may be led by a pious neceſſity 
to betake themſelves to that * boztome, which is more 
ſafe, becauſe more ſteady, and leſs apt to run upon the 
Rocks, or ſpring a leak, or founder under us, becauſe 'tis 
built and preſerved and managed by the ſteerage of Au- 
thority 2 

But this will uſher in another Obje&ion, which falls up- 
on us in this language, ['7onr hearty defire and the my of 
#t makes not only againſt Extemporary Prayers, bat all pre- 
pared, or written Forms or Liturgies, that were indited 
onely by one man, and have not the conſent antecedently of 
others, ) Be they of whoſe inditing you pleale, it the 
have not paſs'd the Teſt and receiv'd the Stamp of public 
Authority, we do not think it fit they ſhould be adopted 
into the Pblick Service of the Church: for why ſhould 
any man be obliged ( as heisin the uſe of the common Li- 
rurgie) to ſay Amen unto, or to joyn in offering uP 
thoſe Prayers, of whoſe incorruption and wholeſomeneſs he 
is not aſſured aforehand ? 

But you demand of us in theſe ( your next) words, [Do 


you think this was the courſe of the Primitive times ? ry 
uſe 
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uſed his private conceptions at Caſarea, and Gregory 
Thaumaturgus before him at Neoczlarea, and a{ Paſtours 
in Juſtin Martyr's a»d Tertullian's we What all Pa- 
ſtours, that is, all Biſhops, did in thoſe days, we have no 
leiſure, neither are we much concern'd, now to examine. 
Indeed Nicephormus tells us, Non omnes, quamvis ejuſdem 
opinionis fone, eafſdem traditiones in Ecclefiis ſervarunt, 
&c, All that were of the ſame opinion did not hold the 
ſame Traditions. And they which maintained the ſame 
Faith, did not obſerve the ſame Cu'toms. And hegives a 
reaſon, why the firſt Miniſters of the Word left ſuch ob- 
 ſervances free to every ones choice , UF quiſque non metu 
aut neceſſitate quapiam adduttus , quod bonum tft drligere 
& ſequi poſſet, That every one might follow what is good 
out of choice, and not beled to ir out of fear and neceſſity, 
Bur to ferch the ground of this diverſity from the very 
firſt Original, we may conſider, that where the Apoſtles 
planted the Chriſtian Faith , they likewiſe eſtabliſh d ſuch 
an Order, {uch Rites and Forms, as they thought moſt apt 
ro promote the Worſhip of God and the Edification of 
his Church. But becauſe they did not conſale aforehand 
about the inſtruction of theſe Rites, 6c. as they had done 
about the Faith, (which chey were more chiefly concerned 
to plant and propagate) Zverit ut ſtatos ritmus ab aliis di- 
werſos ſue quiſque provincie ſervandss tradiderit, hence it 
came to pals that every one of them delivered to his own 
Province (uch Rites to be obſerved as were different from 
the reſt, Which Rites, ſo diverfly eſtabliſhed by them, 
were out of a reverence to their Authority and Memory ſtill 
retained by their Succeſſors: for ſo Nicephorzs conciudes, 
Diſſenſiones tales in Eccleſiis invaluiſſe opinor, reverenti# 
eorum qui cis ab initio prefuernnt, & qui illis deinde ſuc- 
ceſſerunt. Nam 11 tanquam leges quaſdam ab illis accepts 
per manu poſteris tradidere : non ſatis pinm, neque "_ 
ns 
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dum eſſe arbitrati, ſi traditiones, in quibus educati eſſent, non 
honortfice colerent, ſed contemptim rejicerent, The like 
it. Eccleſ. hath * Sozomen before him. But there is beſides, another 
7-cap.19. reaſon for the continuance of this diverſity of Rites and 
Uſazes in the Churches of ſeveral Nations , becauſe the 
rage of Tyrants would not ſuffer the Governours of the 
Church to meet tozether to conſult, and by their common 
Suffrages to eſtabliſh one Form and 0rder for the Univer- 
ſat Church, 

And yet what was done by Baſil , and other Piſhops in 
their ſeveral Dioceſes, doth not at all favour the Preten- 
ſions of theſe Diſſenters ; tor whatever the Biſhops were 
allowed to doe, yet the ſingle Presbyters were alwaies 
obliged to uſe ſuch forms as were duely examined and pre- 
ſcribed for them : witneſs that ancient Canoz, ( which we 
find, though with ſome ſmall variety , in three or four 
tell, Codex * ſeveral places) in theſe words, Placnit ut Preces wel Ora- 
Eccl. A- tones, ſeu Miſ[e, que probate fucrint in Concilio, five Pre- 
Cate 193» fationes, ſive Commendationes, ſeu Manis impoſitiones, ab 
an. 23.9" omnibus celebrentur : Nec alie omnino dicantar in Eccleſia, 
- Milevit. miſs que 4 Prudentioribus tractate, vel comprobate in Syno- 

ao fuerint ;, ne forte aliquid contra Fidem, vel per ignoran- 
tiam, vel per minus ſiudium , ſit compoſitum, They would 

allow no Prayers to be uſed in the Church, but ſuch as 

were compiled by the moſt Prudent, or approved of in a 

Synod , leſt, through Ignorance or Careleſneſs, any thing 

ſhould be delivered contrary to the Faith, And we find 

that ſuch as were intruſted with Cwre of Souls, were obli- 

ged to give account at certain times to the Biſhop, whether 

the rites and ceremonies of that Church to which they were 

ranc. E51ed.. (ybjetF were obſerved, The words of the * Synod are 
- 5. theſe; Presbyter in parochia habitans in Quadrageſima ra- 
tionem 7 ordinem Miniſterit ſui, ſive de Baptiſmo, ſive de 

Fide Catholica, five de Precibus & ordine_Miſſarum, F-0 
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ſeapo reddat & oftendat, And this was a thing judged moſt 
reaſonable by * 7gnatizs, a Contemporary with the A- * in Epif, 
poſtles, © Let there be nothing amongſt you that may an 1 
« divide you, ( ſaith he ) but be united to your Biſhop, by :,;,:, a 
« him be ſubje& to God in Chriſt, As therefore the Lord ; 

<« doth nothing without the Father (for 1 can doe nothing Job. 5. 35. 
« of my ſelf, ſaith He ) ſo alſo let it be amongſt you, whe- 

< ther Prieſt or Deacon or Lay-perſon, let him doe no- 

* thing without the Biſhop, Ler nothing ſeem reaſonable 

* to you without his judgment ; for that = ( what- 

« ſoeveritbe) is irregular and offenſive to God, Come 

< unanimouſly together to your devotions, Mia S410: t5w 

*© 4917, &c, Let there be one Common Prayer, one mind, 

* one hope, &c, From all which evidences it appears 

that the Liberty which we find uſed among the Ancients, 

of varying in the publick Forms or Rites of the Church, 

did not belong to ſingle Presbyters, but was the peculiar 
priviledge of the Biſhops in their ſeveral Dzoceſes ; and 

through the good Providence and Grace of God, that [:- 

berty was at laſt reſtrained, and an Uniformity __ into 

the Church: For ſo * Nicephorus acknowledgeth z Mo- * ubi ſupra 
res, faith he, qui antea quidem ſic varie obtinuerunt, nunc = be 6:34 
autem per Gratiam Dei cum tempore mutati , ad conſentien- *" 
tem concordiam apud omnes pervenerunt, And beſides the 

good Providence of God concurring to this effeR, 'tis very 

well obſerved by a very worthy perſon, * that The reaſon * Mr. The 
why a Set Order in the Parts of Publick Service is now pre- on f _ 
ferred before the —_— of the Gnides of the Church Retigina 4 
from time to time, 1s the ſame for which men chuſe to live ſemblies, 
by poſitive Law rather then by the Will of their Rulers. And f*:39% 

a little after, he ſaith, Beſides, in Eccleſraſtical matters, by a 

ſet Order we attain Uniformity with other Churches, to help 

towards the unity of the whole, we avoid diſputes about what 

1s moſt fitting, which in matters of this probable nature mop 
E needs 
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needs be endleſs ; we avoid jealouſies and umbrages upon that 
which is not cuſtomable, 

But now tis high time for ſome dutiful Sons to ſtep in 
and plead the Cuſe of the Fathers of the Church ; an4 
are not theſe Diſſenters very like to prove good Adyo- 
cates for them * Heare them argue : [' And how injurious 
is it to the Publick offficers of Chriſt, the Biſhops and Pa- 
ſtonrs of the Churches, to be called private men ? ] But you 
know, if you be not too haſty to conſider it, Yolenti xon fit 
injnria, there is no harm cone, it they be contented with 
that denomination, Bur 'tis demanded, | Who are Publick 
perſons in the Church, if they be not * Every ſingle perſon 
i not a private perſon: elſe Kings and Fudges would be 
ſo, ] To which we anſwer, that Pablick perſons are ſuch 
only in thoſe offices wherein they are intruſted. If Uzziah 
comes to offer incenſe, though a King otherwiſe , yet in 
this ation he is bur as a private perſon. Nadab and Abihu 
muſt not beallowed to offer ſtrange fire upon the account 
of their being inveſted with a publick ofhice, A Fudge is 
but a private perſon in reſpect of that Caſe which is not 
within his Comwiſton todetermine. Andif the King, 
and ſuch as be put in Authority under him for the Govern- 
ment of Church and State, tie themſelves tothe uſe of the 
Common eſtabliſht Form, as if they were private Perſons, 
others have the lefle reaſon to complain for want of that 
Liberty, which for Order and Uniformity (ake their Supe- 
riours are pleaſed to deny themſelves, 

But you goe on with your demands, and aske us, [ Have 
you not better means to ſhnt out private Opinions, then the 
forbidding Miniſters praying in the Pulpit according tothe 
variety of Subjeits and Occaſions ?'| Why 2 what though 
we have other and better meanes ? if that be lawfull, as we 
affirm it is, why may we not uſe that too? We ſee many 
times all the means we can uſe is little enough to _- 

| effect. 
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effet, And therefore, though we have the examination 
of perſons to be ordained, and do ſee that they beable to 
ſpeak ſenſe , and fit to manage their proper works with 
judgment and diſcretion,before we ordain them ; yet find- 
ing by wofull experience, that men make advantage of 
this their abuſed Liberty, to infinuate their moſt deteſta- 
ble and pernicious Principles and Practices, to the con- 
rempt of publick Forms and Order, we cannot be fo far 
wanting to our own, or the peace and (afety of the King- 
dome, as to neglect to ſtop this vent, that we may ob- 
ſtru& and keep off ſuch miſchiets as have formerly made 
their paſlage by ir, 

Bur you ſay, | Some Confidence may be put in a man in 
hu proper Calling and work, to which he s admitted with ſs 
great Care , as we hope (or _ ) you will admit them. | 
But ſtill you run upon miſtakes, in ſuppoſing no ſacrifice 
will be ſo acceptable as the Calves of your breed; when 
we are perſwaded, that the Lambs which are deſign'd for 
you from a Common told will make a better Oblation. Buc 
if you think ſo much Confidence isto be repoſed in men, 
for that which is their proper work and calling, why do you 
not allow it in your S»perzors, (whoſe proper office it is to 
govern you ) and acquieſce in their determinations ? 

But let us look upon your advice in your next words ; 
[ If you are neceſſitated to admit ſome few that are injud:- 
cious or unmeet, we beſeech you (not onely to reſtore the man 
handred men layd by to a capacity, but ) that you will not h 
diſhonour the whole Church, as to ſuppoſe all ſuch, and to uſe 
all as ſuch, but reſtrain thoſe that deſerve reſtraint, & not 
all others for their ſakes, ] To which we anſwer, That we 
haveno reaſon to gratify thoſe men with a change of the 
Law, who have ſo long made it their deſigne, ( and it their 
demands were granted would make that an introduction ) 
£0 change the Prieſthood alſo, And we muſt iogenuouſly 
E 2 profeſle, 
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profeiſe, we can have noſuch high opinion of thoſe mens 
worth, who have made uſe of ſuch Engines as they have 
done to help forward their —_— into other mens po(- 
ſeſſions: and we know of no other that the Law hath laid 
aſide : and if they never were ina Capacity, or if they were, 
if they have put themſelves out of it, we are ſorry for it, 
but we cannot help it, unleſſe they will Conform them- 
ſelves to the wholeſome 7 aws and Canons of the Church, 
by which we hold our (elves bound to be Governed no 
leſſe then they. And there is a Canon, Ut Laici Contem- 
ptores Canonum excommunicentar, Clerici honore priven- 
tur ; That Contemners of the Canons of the Church, if 
they be Lay-men,they ſhall be excommunicated, if Clergy- 
men, ( then ) be deprived of that honour. And governing 
our ſelves by theſe Rules, we ſhall admit none to Sacred 
Orders ( as far as it lyes in our power to difcern them ) but 
ſuchas are ſo well inſtructed to be reſign'd, humble 2nd 
obedient, that out of a Confcience of their Duty to thoſe 
whom God hath fer over them, they will pay a due and 
chearfull obſervance to all publick Orders and Conſtitu- 
tions : and ſuch as theſe, weare ſure, will be no diſhonour 
to the Church, but will adorn: their Sacred Office and pro- 
feſſion, 

But you tell us further ( for you leave no ſtone unturn'd 
or untried that you can poſſibly lay for the pinning up of 
_ your wall o nar ) 70u now ago Rule (the 
Holy Scripture) for theſe men to pray by : And if any 0 
cham be enki guilty of __ K. —_— ” Aug 
miſcarriages, the words being ſpoken in Publick, you have 
witneſs enough ; and ſure there s power enough in Mazi- 
ſtrates and Biſhops to puniſh them, and, if they prove incor- 
rigible, tocaſt them out. ] For the Rule you ſpeak of , we 
confeſs 'tis z»fallible where 'tis rightly uſed and well ap- 
plied ; but in ſtead of ſquarirg their practices by it ; + 
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find many men do makeit a Zesbian Rule, and bow icto an 
accommodation of their own vile pretenſtons, Why ? 
Swenckfield, and Hacket, and our late Regicides, and all 
Schiſmaticks lay claim to this Rule, and all their defigns 
and actions will be put and right as long as their own 
hands are allowed to meaſure them. Burt let the hand of 
Anthority apply the R#le ( as it ought to doe) and then we 
diſcover their unjuſtice and perverſity, Is not this a part 
of your Rule, | 0bedite prepoſitis, Obey them that are your 
Guides, and ſubmit your ſelves : for they watch for your 
ſouls, as they that muſt give an account ; And, We command 
you, in the name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye withdraw 
Jour ſelves from every brother that walketh difaderly, and 
not after the tradition which he received of ws * | Doyou 
walk according to this Rule ? 'tis evident you do nor, 
Whereas you alleadge, that if this indulgence (ſhould be 
abuſed, the miſcarriage would be notorious, and then upon 
Complaint and Conviction there wants not power to pu- 
niſh the Offender z This, we fay, were ſomething, if the 
Liberty you plead for were a thing that would bring more 
benefit then diſadvantage to the Church of God : but 
thereaſon and experience of all Ages aſſures us it will not, 
And therefore'tis greater Prudence and Charity in Govyer- 
nours to-take a courle to prevent the fin, then to give way 
tO ir, becauſe they are able to exert their powey to puniſh 
If, 

But you alleadge further, | 7» all other Profeſons theſe 
means are thought ſufficient toregulate the Profeſſors, His 
Majeſty thinks it enough to regulate His Fudges, that He 
may chuſe able men and fit to be truſted in their proper 
work, and that they are reſponſible {* all their Male- admi- 
niſtrations, without preſcribing them formes beyond which 
they may not ſpeak any thing in their charge, Phyſicians 
being firſt tried, and reſponſible for their doings , are con- 
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ftantly truſted with the Lives of high and low , without 
tying them to give no Counſel or Medicine but by the Pre- 
ſcript of a Book, or determination of a Colledge, | It thoſe 
men had duely conſidered how much the Eternal intereſt 
of immortal Souls doth outweigh the temporal concerns 
whether of Eſtate or Lite, perhaps their Modeſty would 
have prompted them to have omitted theſe impertinent 
compariſons, It the Fudge commits a ſlip in his Charge, 
or the Phy/ic;an be guilty of a miſtake in his nn, 
here is no irreverence (in theſe Caſes ) offered or com- 
mitted againſt the Divine Majeſty. And yet we ſee Phyſi- 
cians have their Diſþexſatory, and 'tis queſtionable in ſome 
Caſes to neglect it z and Fudzes have their Formes, and 
the Proceſſe that is not according tothem is pronounced 
void and of none effec. 

Bur you goe on, and tell us | Tour Reaſon makes more 
againſt Preaching, and for onely reading Homilies z, and it 
& ſo undeniable, as that we mnſt like it the worſe, if not 
feare what will become of Preaching alſo, For firſt, It & 
known that in Preaching a man hath far greater opportu- 
nity and liberty to vent afalſe or private opinion then in 
Prayer, Secondly, It is known de eventu,that it is much more 
ordinary, And if you ſay that | He ſpeaks not the words of 
the Church, but his own, nor unto God, but man, and there- 
fore it is leſſe matter | we anſwer, It i as conſiderable, if 
not mach more, from whom he ſpeaks, then to whom, He 
ſpeaks as the Miniſter of Chriſt, and in his ſtead and name, 
2 Cor,5,19,20, Andit s as a higher, ſo 4 more reverend, 
thing to ſpeak in God's name to the people, then in the 
peoples name to God and to ſpeak that which we call God's 
Word or Truth or Meſſage, then that which we call but 
our own defire. We make God 4 lyar, or corrupt his 
word, if we ſpeak a falſhood in his name : We make but our 
ſelves lyars, if we ſpeak a falſhood to him in our own 

| names. 
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 namts, The former therefore i the more heinous and dread- 
full abuſe, and more to be avoided : Or, if but equally, it 
ſhewes the tendency of your Reaſon (for we will not ſay of your 
deſigne, 4s hoping you-intend not to make us * Ruſſians, ) 
We do therefore, *s the ſake of the poor threatned Church, 
beſeech you, that you will be pleaſed to Repent of theſe 
deſires, and not to proſecute them, conſidering, &c,)] Could 
you (o lately have your hands imployed in tearing the 
Church of God in pieces « could you pave and paint her 
anew with the bodies and bloud of your fellow-ſubjedts ? 
&are you now become Petitioners tor the poor threatued 
Church, as you odzouſly, but wilfully, miſtake ir, ifthe 
Church be threatned by us now, whoſe Prayers and Teares 
and conſtant Profeſsion of her Faith and Prafice ( even 
with the perill and loſle of eſtate and life) was it that, 
under God, upheld her in the time of your Apoſtaſie ? A 
caſt of that Charity and Candour ( which you pretended to 
ſhew where there was no occaſion for it ) would have 
become you here, much better then the repetition of that 

perverſe inſinuation, that we have adeſigne to dethrone 

or ſuppreſs Preaching. And yet we muſt tell you, by the 

way , that Reading the Scriptures, and Homilies too upon 

occaſion, ( for you your ſelves read ſuch as are of your own 

making, and your Sermons arenothing elſe) is a Swbſtan- 

tiall part of the Publick Service of the Church, 

As for your firſt Reaſon, it might have ſome weight in- 
it, if the Common Prayer were deſigned for no other end 
then to keep our private and falſe Opinions, Bat we con- 
ſider withall, that 'tis better weighed and more Authen- 
tical, better known and more Solempn , and conſequently 
better accommodated ro ſet forth God's Glory, and to 
adminiſter the peoples duty in the ſeveral parts of God's. 
Worſhip z and being of a competent length for the exer- 
| Ciſe of our publick Devotions, we would not have it ſuffer 
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any defalcation or diſþarazement by the intercourfe of any 
private conceptions of whatever temper or complexion, 
And this is a Swperſedeas as to your ſecond Reaſon, 

But becauſe we obſerve ſomething of miſtakein it, we 
muſt refle&t upon ir, to wndecerve you or your Reader, 
We confefle *cis a foul ſhame, and a foul fauit too, and 
therefore a foul ſhame, to miſ-dewmean ones ſelf, whether 
in Preaching or in Prayer, But ſure to miſcarry in the 
laſt is the more heinows, becauſe therein the Glory of God 
is more immediately concerned ; and therefore, He ſtyles 
his Houſe, not the Houſe of Preaching,but of Prayer, And 
as His Majefty, whom we adore in Prayer, is greater then 
any Majeſty we can be imagined toaqdre(s our ſelves unto 
in Preaching; (o the irreverence or profaneneſs is much 
=—_ in offering unto him a corrupt oblation, God 

imſelt hath thus reſolved it, Mal. 1, 8. 1f ye offer the blind 
for ſacrifice , us it not evil ? and if ye / the lame and 
fick, ts it not evil ? Offer it now unto thy Governour : will 
he be pleaſed with thee , or accept thy perſon ? ſaith the 
Lord of hoſts, It ſuch o0blations be a dishonour to a Gover- 
#our, to God they area greater. Of all the duties of Reli- 
gion Prayer cercainly is the higheſt in point of acceſs to 
God; and therefore to account it (as you doe) a more 
heinous and dreadful fin to mubehave your ſelves in your 
diſcourſes unto men then in your prayers to Almighty 
God, is to preferre your Congregation before the God that 
preſides over it, and to worſhip the Creature more then the 
Creator, who is bleſſed for ever. And you muſt not think to 
ſhitr off the Blaſphemy (for materially (o it is) by ſaying the 
Preacher ſpeaks 4s Chriſts Miniſter : tor Chriſt is a Prieſt 
as well as a Prophet ; and we are in Chriſts ſtead ( here on 
earth) in the capacity of our Prieſthood as well as in the 
capacity of our Prophetick ( as that ſignifies the Preachers ) 


Office ; and we do no more miniſter to the peoples neec's 
in 
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in Chriſts name in this capacity, then we miniſter for their 
intereſt and advantage by his A#thority in that other, For 
the Prieſt, as the common father of the world, ſtands at 
the altar, raking care of all, after the manner of God him- 
ſelf to whom he is dedicated , as Chryſoftome and Theo- 
phyla have it, 

I ſhall cakenotice but of one miſtake more, and that is 
of making God a Liar, It we contradict what God hath 
ſaid, S* Fohn tells us, we make God aliar, 1 Fob, 1. 10, but 
we doenot ſo, when we impoſe upon him what he ſaid 
not, though this likewiſe be a very high indignity, and 
abominable, The Preacher (hall ſhut up this part of our 
diſcourſe, and he will determine the point for us, Eccleſ.5, 
1,2, Keep thy foot when thou goeſt tothe houſe of God, Be 
not raſh with thy mouth, and let not thy heart be haſty to ut- 
ter any thing before God : and be more ready to hear then to 
give the ſacrifice of fools : for they con{ider not that they doe 
evil, nor the diſtance berwixt themſelyes and his Majeſty, 
whom they do adore, for he « in heaven and they on earth, 

And now, we hope, it doth appear that, as yer, we have 
no reaſon to repent us of theſe delires, Indeed, if you can 
make it good, (as you pretend, in your next words,) that 
to avoid a leſſer evil, we bring a far greater upon the Char- 
ches, we ſhall have cauſe enough to repent of our deſires, 
But what is that greater evil? Why ? even | ſuch & is 
like to # theſe Nations of the glory in which they have 
excelled the reſt of the world, even a Learned, able, holy 
Mipiſtry, and a people ſincere,and ſerious,and underſlandin 

in the matters of their Salvation. | But ſtay , do all cheſs 

glorious things low immediately from your Liberty of 
venting your Conceptions of Prayer in the Pulpit, ſuitable 
to the wariety of Subjetts and Occaſions ? and are there 
none Learned, able and holy amongſt the Clergie, none 
ſoncere, ſerious, and underſtanding -——_ the —_ _=_ 
uc 
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ſuch as are addi&ed to the Ziberry you plead for 2 You 
muſt needs, if you have any modeſty in you, bluſh at ſuch 
an aſſertion, But becauſe you boaſt ſo much of your 
Gifts, and attribute that Glory, wherein you preſumie your 
own Party doth excel! the reſt of the world, to nothing 
elſe but your Inſþirations or abilities for occaſional pray- 
ers, I ſhall introduce an adverſary as well to us as you, to 
vie with you in this kind z and-having committed you to- 
gether, ſhall leave ir ro the judgment of the Reader, to 
pronounce ſentence and award the prize, Firſt then, that 
Perſon, acknowledging both that there are — 
and that we are obliged to correſpond unto them z and 
reckoning yow and your Confederates among the frantick 
Spirits 0 is Age, which made pretended Inſþirations ( or 
we may call them by your own name, [ Extemporary) Con- 
ceptions of prayers ſuitable to tht wariety of ſubjetFs and oc+ 
caſions) the cauſe and ground of all our late Miſeries ; He 
ſets down what courſe is to be taken to prevent ſuch mil- 
chiefs, in theſe words : « We ſhould, faith he , inform 
<« thoſe unhappy ſouls how to diſpoſe themſelves ſo as to 
« be out of danger of Dzabolical i/luſions, and to be ina 
< capacity of receiving 1»ſþirations truly Divine : As like- 
« wiſe with what Caution and Prudence, but withall what 
«F;delity, they ought to comply with them, Burt eſpe- 
< cially we ought to demonſtrate, and inculcate this fun- 
< damenral verity, That the general and moſt certain Pre- 
« cepts of Humility, Obedience, Unity and Peace, muſt never 
** receive any prejudice by any pretended Inſpirations or 
& I/lnminations; ſince thoſe which are truly from God do 
”" —_ and encreaſe all theſe vertues : yea that the Ex- 
&« ternal Order, Authority, and Subordination eſtabliſhed by 
<« God in his Church (by which alone it becomes one Body, 
© and not 4 monſtrous heap of unlike , unproportionable 
« members, fighting and devouring one another ) muſt be @ x 
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<« Rule by which to examine and judge , to proumunce ſen- 
« rence for or againſt all manner of Inſpirations. Having 
laid down this his fundamental Rule , he proceeds a little 
after to compare their Inſpirations with yours, in ſeveral 
particulars. © And in the firſt place, faith he, here the 
« only proper Diſpoſition towards the receiving of ſuper- 
« natural Irradiations from Ged's holy Spirit is an abſtra- 
&« ion of life, a ſequeſtration from all buſineſles char 
<© concern others, and an attendance to God alone in the 
&« depth of the Spirit: Whereas their Lights come never 
© more frequently then when either being alone they yield 
© to diſcontented unquiet paſzoys and murmurings a- 
<« 2bout the behaviour and actions of- others z or when in 
« cloſe Meetings and Conſpiracies they vent ſuch paſſions 
« by Invettives againſt the Governours of the Church or 
<« State, Secondly, The Lights here defired and prayed 
« for are (uch as do expell all images of Creatures, and do 
<« calm all manner of Paſ{j0ns, to the end that the Soul be- 
« ingin a vacuity, may be more capable of receiving and 
<« entertaining God in the pure f#nd of the Spirit: Where- 
« as their Lights fill them with all tumults, diſquieting 
« Images and Phantaſms concerning the ſuppoſed miſ- 
« carriages of all others but themſelves, and not onely 
« heighten their Paſs/0ns, but urge them to moſt terrible 
« deſolating effects. Thirdly, The Prayer here acknow- 
« ledged to be the moſt effectual Inſtrument to procure 
«© Divine Light, 1s a pure, recolleed, intime Prayer of the 
« Spirit: Whereas the Prayer that they glory in is onely 
<« anacquired ability and fleight.to talk earneſtly ro: God 
© before others, and oft thereby to communicate their paſ- 
© fons and diſcontents to their Brethren. Fourthly, Here 
© are no new Speculative Yerities or Revelations of Myſte- 
© rjes pretended ; no private new-found-out interprerati- 
© ons of Scriptures bragg'd of : Whereas among them 

F2 <« every 


$33» &'s, 


The Grand Debate reſumed , 


« eyery day produces a new Fancy, which muſt gather 
© new Company. Fifthly, Here the eftabliſhd Order of 
© God's Church, and the Unity eſſential thereto is not pre- 
« judiced ; yea the Inſpirations expected and obtained by 
&« pure internal Prayer do more firmly and unalterably fix 
< ſouls under this Obedience, and to this Order and Unity , 
<< inſomuch as whatſoever pretended Lights do endanger 
© thediflolving of Unity, or do croſs Lawful Authority, 
& gr ſhall be rejeted by it, they are preſently ſuſpeted 
<< and extinguiſhed : Whereas thoſe mens Lights teach 
«them nothing ſo much as to contemn and oppoſe 
& all external Authority, and to diſſipate Unity, diſperſing 
« the Body of Chriſtianity into innumerable Secs and Con- 
&« venticles, Sixthly, Our Lights teach us to attend only 
© to God and our own Souls, and never to intere(s our 
<« (elves in any care or imployment about others, till 
<« evidently God's Inſpzrations force us, and external Au- 
&« thority obligeth us thereto: Whereas their Lights ren- 
&« der them incapable of Solitude, and thruſt them abroad 
« tobe Reformers of others, being themſelves impatient of 
« all Reformation and ContradiiFion, Seventhly, Our 
© Lights make us to fear and avoid all Supereminence and 
&« Zudicature, all ſenſual pleaſures, defires of wealth, Ho- 
© nour, &c, Whereas their Lights engage them violent- 
<« ly and deeply in all theſe carnal and ſecular waies, and 
© (for the attaining of thefe) in T#mults, Sedition, Blood- 
© ſhed and War; in 4 word, in all manner of ations and 
* deſigns moſt contrary to the Spirit of Chriſtianity. 
« Eighthly, and laſtly, Or Lights, it they ſhould chance 
<«< ſometimes to be miſtaken by us, no harm at all would 
&© accrue to others, and not any confiderable prejudice to 
« our ſelves; becauſe, as hath been ſaid, the matters in 
« which they dire& us are in their Nature Ind:fferent, and 
* are ordered onely towards a more perfect =_—_ 7 
IG. 0 hb 


WE TIT CPI ERR P 


In the point of Prayer. 


© God, and withdrawing us from Creatures: Whereas all 
< the Miſeries and almoſt all the diſorders and enormous 
<« Yices of the Nation ( he means England ) are the effetts 
© of their mwleading Lights, 

© Thus ( faith he ) ſtands the caſe betwixt Catholick In- 
© þirations and the pretended Inſþirations of Seftaries, 
&« Such is that Spirit of Charity and Peace, and fo divine 
< are the effects of it,direing the minds of good, humble, 
<* obedient and devout Catholicks : And ſuch is the 
<« Spirit of Diſorder, Revenge, Wrath, Rebellion, &c. and 
& ſodiſmal are the effects of that Spiri# wherewith ſelf- 
<« opinionated, preſumptuous, frantick SefFarres are agi- 
& tated, What reſemblance, what agreement can there be 
« between theſe two ? This evill Spirit, though it Sacrile- 
« ojoufly uſurps the name, yet it doth not ſo much as 
<* counterfeit the operations of the good one : Or if with the 
<« #ame it doth ſometimes ſeem to counterfeit ſome out- 
«ward reſemblance, and to ſome perſons ſhew demwure 
& looks, &c. yet the e£quivocation and Hypocriſy is ſo 
<« oroſle and palpable, that they muſt put our their eies 
* chat perceive it nor, 

Thus having given you an account, in his own very 
words, what opinion that man hath of you, I ſhall leave 
you to refle& upon them, and as you find your ſelves able 
to impugn them, to challenge him ſtill to the combarte for 
that Glory wherein you are ſo confident you excell all the 
world beſides. In the mean while, we ſhall force our ſelves 
into ſo much patience as to read over your Arguments, 
( without Reaſon ) why the denying you the free Liberty 
of venting your Coxceived prayersin the Pulpit, ſuitable to 
the wariety of SwbjefFs and Occaſions, ſhould ſtrip theſe 
Nations of an able, holy Miniſtry, as you affirm, 

For Firſt, ( you ſay) | 1t « well known that an Ignorant 


wan mayread a Prayer and Homily, as diſtinitly and law- 
F 3 | aably 
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dably as a learned Divine , and ſo may doe the work of a 
Ainiſter, if this be it,) But we ſay this is not zt, though an 
appendant to it or an Ingredient of it; and fo that Argu- 
ment comes to nothing, And the next will amount to no 
more, when you adde, that | it « ſo well known that mans 
nature is ſo addiffed to eaſe and ſenſual diverſions, as that 
multitudes will make no better preparations, when they find 
that no more is neceſſary. When they are as capable of their 
places and maintenance if they can but read, and are forced 
upon no exerciſe of their Parts, which may dete(# and pr 
their ignorance, but the ſame words are to be read by the 
ableſt and the ignoranteſt man, it us certain, that this will 
make multitudes idle in their Academical Studies , and 
multitudes to ſpend their time idly all the year in the courſe 
of their Miniſtry : and when they have no neceſſity, that 
they are ſenſible of, of diligent ſtudies, it will let looſe their 
fleſhly voluptuous inclinations; and they will ſpend their 
time in ſports and drinking and prating and idttnef, and 
this will be a ſeminary of luſt : or they will follow the world, 
and drown themſelves in Covetouſneſs and Ambition, And 
their hearts will be like their findies, As it s the way to have 
a holy, able Miniſtry, to engage them to holy ſtudies, to medi- 
tate on God's Law day and night ;, ſo it is the way to have an 
ignorant, prophane and ſcandalous Miniſtry ( and conſe- 
quently enemies to ſerious Godlineſs in others ) to impoſe 
upon them but ſuch a work as in ignorance and idleneſs they 
may perform as well «s the judicious and the diligent, | 
Thus you are pleaſed to declaim (for want of Reaſon:) but 
how little this ſignifies to the Cauſe you have in hand, 
the Reader will be able to judge by our Reply, which is, 
in ſhort, as followeth, Firſt, That ſuch as are Expe&arts, 
muſt ſubmit themſelves to an Examination of their Abi- 
lities, before they can be admitted unto holy Orders ; and 
if they have neglected their Academical ſtudies, this wo 
Wl 
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will deteZ# and ſhame their Ignorance : and if we finde they 

have been ſo bad proficients, ( though they ſhould paſſe in 

a crowd for their Degrees, which yet we heartily with may 

be prevented, by the care of thoſe who from time to time 

thall have the Government of the Univerſities ) that they 

are able to doe nothing but to read, we ſhall reje&t them as 

wnfit for the Prieſtly office, For, (ſecondly) we know that 

Reading is not all our work 3 Sermons are to be prea- oe doth 
ched, and therein the Scriptures to be expounded, emer- p;.1115 
gent Controverſies to be decided, Caſes of Conſcience to bound more 
be reſolved , the weak to be ſupported , the doubrful 5" 17 1b 
ſtrengthned, the diſconſolate and languiſhing comforted, among ſuch 
and ſuch dodtrines adminiſtred as may tend to the edifica- cities a5 ar 
tion of all the people: and the zegle# of this their nece(- rg x 
ſary duty, or their failing in it, will ſufficiently dete# and 1ick Forms 
ſhame mens ignorance z and the very fear of this will 

ingage them to be ſedulous and diligent in their ſtudies, 
Thirdly, As for your extemporary Conceptions of Prayer 

ſuitable ro the variety of SubjefFs and Occaſions, they coſt p 
you no time of premeditation in your Studies : And there- 

fore ( fourthly ) We have obſerved that many of your 
Gifted-men have been as much immerſed and drown'd in 

Luſt and 1dleneſ, in Covetouſneſs and Ambition, as any 

other ; and if it would bring any advantage to the Chr;- 

ftian Profeſs1on, we could give you ſome Centuries of ſuch 

perſons ; bur, in charity, we (hall ſpare you, Fifthly, We 

have a Conſcience of our duty to God and man, ( we need 

not diſparage our ſelves in ſaying as well as you ) and an 

eye to that great recompence of reward, deſigned to ſþur 

us upunto it; and how many of our perſwaſion, even 

upon this fingie account, | do ſtudy to ſhew themſelves ap- » Tima.r5y 
proved unto God, work-men that need not be aſhamed, right- 
ly dividing the word of truth | we leave it to God and the 
world to judge, Sixthly, and laſtly, If there be any fo 
torgerful. 
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forgetfal of their duty, as #0 let looſe their fleſhly viluptuous 
inclinations, and to fpend their time in Sports, and Drink- 
ing, Prating and 1dlenefs ; a thouſand to one, ſome eye of 
#nſpefFion will take notice of their miſcarriages, (unleſs 
they be all committed ina very dark corner ) and ſure ( as 
you ſay ) there is power enough in Magiſtrates and Biſhops 
ro puniſh them, and if they prove zncorrigible, to caſt 
them our, 

It is a ſhameleſs Calumny to affirm, (for you do more 
then inſinuate ) that there is no other work impoſed upon 
Miniſters but what they may performs in ignorance and idle- 
neſs, as well as the judicious and the diligent, Let any 
man but conſider what a charge is laid upon Prieſts at 
their 0rdination, and he muſt needs be convinced, that the 
Work then and there aſſigned them is enough to exerciſe 
all cheir ableſt Parts as well in the Pulpit as out of it : and 
theretore you might have conſulted your own credit ber- 
ter, had you forborn that following exprobration, Thar, 
[in Catechizing, in private Baptiſm, and Communion, and 
in the Viſitation of the Sick , their work i alſo ſuch as a 

' School-boy may doe as well as they,) To which impudent 
Slander we ſhall confront the Charge aforeſaid, and thar 
will be ſufficient to confute it, Thus then the Holy 
Church conjures all that enter into thoſe Sacred Orders : 

fer the Oath | p34 exhort you in the name of onr Lord Jeſus Chriſt,to have 
iſtred? * in remembrance into how high a dignity, and to how charge- 
is Charge is able an Office, ye be called; that i to ſay, the Meſſengers, 
reſt io ie be Watchmen, the Paſtours and the Stewards of the Lord 
dained, toteach, to premoniſh, to feed and provide for the Lords Fa- 
mily, to ſeek for Chriſts ſheep that be diſperſed abroad, and 
for his Children which be in the midſt of this naughty world, 
to be ſaved through Chriſt for ever, Have alwaies therefore 
printed in your remembrance how great a treaſure # com- 


mitted to your charge : for they be the Sheep of Chriſt, _ 
e 


3 


' To the potnit of Projer. . 
he bought with bis death, and for whows he ſhed has bloud, 
The Church and Congregation, whom ye muſt ſerve, is his 
Spouſe axd hi Body, 

And if it ſhall chance the ſame Church, or any Member 
thereof, to take any hurt or hinderance by reaſon of your 
negligence, ye know the greatneſs of the fault, and alſo of 
the horrible puniſhment which will enſue. Wherefore con- 
ſider with your ſelves the end of your Miniſtery, towards the 
children of God, towards the Spouſe and Body of Chriſt, and 
ſee that you never ceaſe your labour, your care and diligence, 
wutill you have done all that lieth in you, according to your 
boundes duty, to bring all ſuch 4s are or ſhall be committed to 
y0ur Charge, unto that agreement in Faith and Knowledge 
of God, and to that ripeneſs and perfe neſs of age in Chriſt, 
that there be no place left among you either of Exrour in Re- 
ligion, or for Viciouſnels in Life, 

Then, foraſmuch as your office i both of ſo great excel- 
lency and of ſo great difficulty, * ſee with how great care 
and ftudy ye ought to apply your ſelves, as well that you ma 
ſhew your ſelwes kind to that Lord who hath placed you in 
high a dignity, as alſo to beware that neither you your ſelves 
offend, neither be occaſion that others offend, Hawbeit, ye 
cannot have a mind and awill thereto of your ſelves, for that 
power and ability is given of God alone, Therefore ye ſee 
how ye ought and have need earneſtly tepray for hs holy 
Spirit, And ſeeing that you cannot by any other means com- 
paſs the doing of lo coils 4 work pertaining to the ſalus- 
tion of man, bas with doctrine and exhortation taken ont of 
the holy Scriptures, and with a life agreeable unto the ſame ; 
ye perceive how ftudious ye ouzht to be in readins and 
learntng the Scriptures, and in framing the manners Ich of 
your ſelves and of them that ſpecially pertain unto you, 
according to the Rule of the [ame _—_ And for this 
ſai fame coſe, ye fe bem ye wegt v6 frſts and fo 

aſide 
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aſide ( 4s much as you may ) all worldly cares and ſtudies, 

Now we appeal to your own Conſciences, whether the 
Church impoſeth upon Prieſts ( when ſhe ordains them to 
the Miniſtery) no other work then what a School-boy may 
doe as well as they, or but ſucha work as in ignorance and 
idleneſs they may perform as well as the judiciows and the 
diligent. 

It you will be (o juſt as to repary the Honour of the 
Church (as you are obliged, ) tor thus aſperſing and re- 
proaching her,we will grant your following affertions with 
ſome additional amendments, hat | the Prieſts Miniſterial 
work is, to ſhew men their fins, and to preach the wonderful 
Myſteries of the Goſpel, to help men to y ar and underſtand 
the Scriptures, and to ſearch and know their hearts, and to 
ſeems, Obe- know God in Chriſt, | and to be ſubje& to principalities 
nce to G0”. and powers, to obey Magiſtrates, the King as Supreme, and 
* one of the Them that are commiſſioned under him, as his Miniſters ; 
ks in your torender unto Ceſar the things that are Ceſar's, and to 
Fa ye God the things that are God's ;, to pay all due reverence and 
x to Salya- ſwbrmiſcion to all Governours, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil, 
that we may lead 4 quiet and a peaceablelitein all Godlineſs 
and honeſty ; and upon this account 7 to hope for the glory 
that is to be revealed, and fervently to pray for the ſucceſs of 
his endeavours, and the bleſſing of the Goſpel on the people, 
and chearfully to praiſe God for his various benefits : And. 
we confels this caunot be well done without abilities, | 
Thouzh it becomes not a good Chriſtian to make oftenta- 
tion of his good works, yer we acknowledge 'tis his duty 
ſo to make his /;ght ſhine before men, that they may ſee it, 
and be edified.by ir, to the advancement 'of God's Glory, 
And our ows judgment and experience tells us as well as 
you, | that God ordinarily propertioneth the ſucceſs and blef- 
ſong to the 5kill, diligence and holineſs of the Inſtruments 
and bleſſeth not the labours of ignorant, ungodly droans, - 
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he doth the labours of faithful able Miniſters, And alfo that 
the readieſt way to bring the Goſpel into contempt in the 
world, and cauſe all Religion to. dwindle away into Forma- 
lity firſt, and then to Barbariſm and Brutiſhneſs, & to let 
in an ignorant, idle, vicious Miniſtry, that will become the 
peoples ſcorn + yea, that this is the way to extirpate * Chri- 
ſtianity out of any Countrey in the World , and 'tis a fign 
it ts decaying apace, when men grow ignorant of the nature 
and ſo of it, and unexperienced 2x its power and de- 
lightful fraits, and when the Teachers themſelves grow 
wnable to defend it,] 

We ſay therefore with Gelaſius, (in Epiſt, ad Epiſcopos 
Lucanie, cap.T8,) Literis carens, SAcris non pore aptus eſſe 
Myſterics , He that wants Learning is unfit to diſpenſe 
the S2cred Myſteries: and as it is 7» Concilio Toletano 4. 
cap. 24. Ignorantia, mater cunitorum Errorum, maxime in 
Sacerdotibus vitanda eſt, qui docendi of fcium Populi ſuſce- 
perunt, I2norance, the Mother of all Errors, is eſpecially 
ro be avoided in the Prieſts, whoſe Offi-e it is to inſtruct 
others, Hereupon we do very readily ſubſcribe to that 
which we find in Concilio Romano ſub Eugenio 2. cap, 4. 
Presbyteri ſint literati, aliter enim quomodo erunt Maziſtri, 
qui non fuerunt Diſcipuli, 8&c, Iſti ſunt canes muti non va- 
lentes latrare, Let the Prieſts be Learned, otherwiſe how 
ſhall chey be Teachers, who were never Diſciples, &c. 
Thoſe are dumb doggs which cannot bark, We ſhall 
therefore beſpeak all our Brethren of the Prizſthood in 
the words of S* Ambroſe, Digne cognoſcamus quid ſum: ; 
& quod ſums profeſſione, atione potius quam nomine de- 
monſtremus ; nomen congruat attioni, attio reſpondeat no- 
mini : ne ſit nomen-inane, &. crimen immane ; ne (it ho- 


nor ſublimis, & vita deform; ne ſit profeſſio, & 


_— 

alicita attio , ne fit gradus excelſus, & deformis exceſſus ; 

ne habeatar in Eccleſia Gathedra ſublimior, & conſcientia 
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Sacerdotis reperiatuor hamilior ; ne locutionem ſimulen us 
colambinam, & mentem habeamus caninam , ne profeſſio- 
nem monſtremus ovinam, & ferocitatew habtamues Iupi- 
nam : ne digne nobs per Prophetam reſp ondeatur a Domino, 
Populns hic labiis me honorat, cor autem long? eſt 4 me. Let 
us know our felves; and let our Practice be ſuitable to 
our profeſſion: that the dignity of our Office may not be 
blemifhed by the iniquity of our converſation, Let us 
not be Wolves, nor Doggs , nor Swine in Sheeps cloath- 
ing; left that exprobration deſervedly fall upon us, 
[ This people honour me with their lips, but their heart 
is far from me, ] 

But for the honour of the Reverend Biſhops and Con- 
formable Clergy, we muſt take the confidence to tell the 
_ world, that they have been the Chariots of this.our 1ſraet 

and the horſemen thereof ; Their Armes have been the 
Defence of our Religion, their Learning and Piety its Fin- 
dication from time to time. And for proof of this we need 
refer you to no other evidence then the Obſervation and 
acknowledeement of that Learned * Miniſter of Geneva, in 
his Letter to the late Aſſembly, - And it through the ini- 
quity of theſe later daies a multitnde of their former Ad- 
herents have been tempted to withdraw themſelves from 
their Communion and Miniſtry, it is no great wonder ; 
Cer-11.19. for the Holy Ghoſt hath cold us of falſe Prophets and 
| ſeducing Spirits, and why God is pleaſed to permit them 
and of an ingratefol ids people, that would eafily ſuffer 
themſelves to be ſeduced, and become guilty of Apo- 
im. 4.1. taſte, For the time will come, when they will nt 
Tim. 4 34. £0dure ſound doffrine, but will guard ne the Faith, 
and give heed to ſeducing Spirits, apd after their own lufts 

will heap to themſelves Teachers, having itching eares. 
 Andthey will turn away their ears from thetrath, and be 
Tim-3.2-Uc tyrned unto Fables, And men forall be lovers of their own 


(elves, 
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felves, covetous, boaters, _ blaſphemers, difobedient to 
parents, unthankful, wnholy, wit naturall affettion, 
truce-breakers, falſe accuſers,iucontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of 
thoſe that are good, Traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers 0 
pleaſures more then lovers of God, Having 4 Form of God- 
lines, but denying the power thereof, And through Cavetoſ- 
neſs ſhall they,with feigned words, make merchandiſe of you : 
and ſhall creep into houſes, and lead captive filly women 
laden with fins, and led away with divers luſts, And of 
the very Clergie ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things,ta 
draw Diſciples after them, And many ſhall follow their per- 
nicious waits, by reaſon of whom the way of truth ſhall be 
evil ſpokes of. Our Saviour Chriſt himſelf, a perſon 
beyond all exception, both for Parts, Helinef, and Dili- 
gence, finds occafion to complain that his Miniſtry was 
deſerted by ſuch as were inclinable to flock after ſome 
new-comer, though he had no other warrant tor his under- 
taking but what was drawn up by his own preſumption, 
But ( to follow your ſteps ) you adde | That whatſoever 
can be expetted duly to affef# the heart, muſt keep the in- 
telle# and all the faculties awake in diligent attention and 
exerciſe.) Itis very true, A manitold attention is requi- 
fiteto make our ſacred office of Prayer devout and accepra- 
ble: An attention, 1. 44 verba, #t recte proferantur; 2,44 
verborum ſenſums, ut mente 7 corde percipiatur z 3, ad 
Denm , quem ut preſentens recitans ( officium ) intuctur, ad 
enmque petitiones ſuas dirigit, & circa quem occupatur, 
wveritates aut myſteria fidei conſiderando, ut fic ſe ad ejus 
amorem excitet, But you lay | in the uſe of a form, which 
we have frequently heard and read, the faculties are not ſo 
necefitated and urged to attention and ſerious exerciſe, as 
they be when from our own underſtanding we are ſet about the 
waturab work of repreſenting to others what we diſcern and 
feel,)} Then belike Foby Beptift y our Blelled Saviour 
G3 
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did their Diſciples a diſadvantage ; they ſhould not have 
preſcribed formes to them, but have diſſuaded them from 
the #ſe of all ſuch in the Exerciſe of their Devotion : 
which whetherit be modeſt or impious to affirm, is left co 
the judgment of the Reader. Bur you ſay further, | Mans 
mind i naturally ſloathful, aud will take its eaſe, and remit 
its ſeriouſneſs longer then it ts urged by neceſſity, or drawn 
out by delight, ) Why * is there not a neceſſity laid upon us? 
Is there not a Joe belongs to us, if we pray not, it we obey 
ot the commands of the Holy Church preſcribing a Form 
of Prayer to us* It we be obliged to obey ths her com- 
mand, we are obliged to be ſerious in that obedience. 
Though ſhe cannot judge of Internal Aits, ſhe may com- 
mand them ; and ſhe is ſuppoſed to doe ſo, ſeeing External 
As, under her command, are not As of Yertxe without 
thoſe Internal ones : Otherwiſe it were poſſible to ſatisfie 
the Precepts of the Church by a mere Simulation and Hy- 
pocrifie, which is abſurd. A neceſſity therefore 1s laid up- 
on us, to wrge us 10 be ſerious in the uſe of this Form of 
Prayer, Ani if we ſet fo high an eſtimate upon God's ho- 
nour and our own ſalvation as they deſerve, I ſee no rea- 
ſon why this 'ſer/ouſneſf ſhould not be drawn out of us 
likewiſe ( as it hath been out ofthe hearts of God's people 
before us ) by 4 delight in this ſervice, 

Bur you ſay,[ When we know before- hand,that we have no 
more ts doe but read a Prayer or Howily, we ſhall ordinarily 
be in danger of letting our minds goe another way, and think 
of other matters, and be ſenſeleſs of the work in hand. In- 
Trithem. ai deed I have read of an * Abbot who was ſomewhat of 
(841-6. 4 i your opinion, ſaying, Orationes conſcriptas in chartis, men- 
uft. 57. ; = Wi 

tibus _—_ wtile eſt ut legant : fortioribus antem © per- 
fectioribus non convenit , niſi interdum pro ariditate cordis 
irriganda;, quia illa oratio maxime efficaciam habet , nox 
\qnarm Calamm ſculpſit, ſed quam Mens ipſa formavit, _ 
k X e 
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he ſpeaks of private Prayer; andeven of that too, there 
are great Maſters of Devotion, (as they call them,) who 
obſerve, that 'tis neither the written Form, nor the pre- 
ſent Fancy, that makes the —_— but the Aﬀection. 
oratio ab alio compoſita, quod ad ſe attinet, ornatior & ſub- 
tilior eſſe conſuevit, tanquam 4 viris ſantts & ſpirituali- 
bus edita, us ſi pari adfeiFu fundatur ac illa quam homo 
ex devotionss fervore enunciat, erit aque perfetta: (i mi- 
nus adfeftiis & devotionis habeat , imperfeitior : ſi vers 
majori devotione proferatur, perfetior invenietur, Nam 
orationts vocals ſublimitas ex parte Orantis, non ex ſubli- 
mitate aut apta compoſitione verborum, vel ſubtilitate, ſed 
hbumilitate & devotion adfe tu tj us qui orat, penſanda eſt. 
An4 that men ordinarily have no better attention co thefe 
Forms, of what kind ſoever, ic is their own fault, in #n- 
dervaluing them, as well to God's dishonour as their 
own prejudice, Alii (quod mirum eft ) ſuavitate Orationis 
Mentalis illefi , Vocalem orationem tanquam minis utilem 
curſim & feſtinanter proferunt, ut plus temporis conſidera- 
tioni rerum celeſtium impendant. Qui profettp minis 
redte conſiderant, cum conſideratione ſua, oratione wacali ir- 
reverenter. & ofcitanter fus#, ſe Deo diſplicere, & ad Ora- 
tionem mentalem ineptos fieri minime animadvertant, But 
have we no more to doe but read a Prayer? ( for if yon 
pleaſe, you may forbear your Homily,) Are we not 
therewithall concerned and tied to exerciſe our faith and 
af fiance, our fear and reverence, our love, joy, and longing 
deſire of what we pray for © He that minds his duty, and 
puts theſe Ingredients into the Prayer he reads, will find 
no leiſure to think of other matters , nor can he be ſenſeleſs 
of the work in hand. 

You proceed, | Though he is but an Hypocrite that is car- 
ried on by no greater a motive then mans obſervation and 
approbation z yet i it a help not to be deſpiſed, when even 
4 nece(- 
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The Grand Debate reſuned, 
« ntceſiity of avoiding juſt ſhame with mea ſhall neceſſarily 
awake our invention, and all owr faculties to their work, 
and be 4 concurrent help with Spiritual Metives,| We ſte 
you are content to plow with an 0x: and an Aſſe, rather 
then the ground you have laid down (ſhould be uncill'd 
and to cloath the Controverſie you have eſpouſed with 
Linſey-woolſey , rather then it {hould appear naked of 
truth and Reaſon, But take hee] you make it not your 
great Motive to your Extemporary Conceptions { accor- 
ding to the variety of Sub)eds and Occaſions) tobe obſer- 
wed and admired of men : If you do, our Saviour tells 
you, you have your reward ; and I muſt tell you, you had 
betcer be without it, though, by this means, you can (as 
one of your Brethren boaſted that he did) break the 
Good wives hearts, and carry the pieces in your Pockets, 
But will ſhame with men neceſſarily awaken a mans inven- 
tion: *Tis more then ſhame with Godand Hell torments 
can doe to many thouſands, But what if this concurrent help 
does awaken your invention ? will you offer that for a 
ſacrifice in ſtead of Prayer ? I have read of a people repro- 
ved for going a whoring after their own Inventions : but 
never of a people commended for prayzng after their own 
inventions, W hy? Prayer is « powring out of the heart, not 
the braiz, an imployment of the 4fe#ions rather then the 
Phantaſie , of the Will rather then the Underſtandine, 
Coenitio Dei Scholaſtica ad intelleFum precipue pertinet ; 
Cognitio Dei myſtica ( and 'tis that is uſeful in our prayers) 
non tam cognoſcere quam amare querit , & ad aftringen- 
dum Deum amor affettibus ſe extendit , ſaith * Gerſon, 
True, the underſtanding hath its part in prayer z but yer 
Meditation and Prayer are two things. So thoſe that are 
accounted the great Maſters of Devotion tell us z Whatſc- 
ever employment the mind or underſtanding exerciſeth in 
Prayer , by diſcourſene, inventing motives, &c, theſe (rh 
onely 


It the point of Prayer. 


onely Preparations to prayer, and not Prayer it (elf, which 
i onely and immediately exerciſed by the will or affections 
adhering to God, as * Auguſtin Baker hath it, Meditatio 
docet quid deſit , oratioquid deſit obtinet : illa viam often- 
dit, iſta deducit. Meditatione denique agnoſcimus immi- 
nentia nobss pericula, oratione evadimus, laith S, Bernard, 
And to the ſame purpoſe © Facobrs Alwar. de Paz, defi- 
ning Prayer according to Damaſcen, | Petitio decentinm 4 
Deo] he addeth ; Et quidem hec, ut ferwens ſit, commu- 
niter ex Meditatione progreditur. Nam poſtquam Medita- 
tone didicimus que nobis fugienda ſint vel amanda, wideu- 
tes non poſſe nos ſine Dei favore aut\malum fugere ant 
bonum preſtare , ad Orationem pro auxilii impetratione fe- 
ſtinamws. So that your wants may be ſumm{d up into 
a certain Form beforehand; and then, it your Invention 
becomes ſilent, your Will and Afﬀetions will play their 
part with the more exatFneſs and fervency, when ( there 
being nothing to diſtra&t the other Faculties ) they haveir 
prick 'd down ina Book before them, 

But you urge, that | Common experience tells us, that 
the beſt are apt to loſe a great deal of their Aﬀettion, by the 
conſtant uſe of the ſame words or Forms, ] Which if under- 
ſtood of the very beſt, is a very great falſhood ; For our 
Blefled Sawionr never prayed more earneſtly, then when 
he ſaid the ſame words, and repeated the ſame form of 
Prayer, And the Roya// Prophet cryes out, As the Hart 
panteth after the water-brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, 
O God. My ſoul thirſteth for God, for the living God © when 
ſhall I come and appear before God *: Cupio & ſitio cultum 
Dei mei viventss, as Theodoret doth expound it. And yet 
that was a ſet conyſe of worſhip, And again, How amiable 
are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts ! My ſoul longeth, yea 
even fainteth for the Courts of the Lord: m Fears and 
my fleſh cryeth out for the living God. Bleſſed be they that 

H 


awel 


- 


41 


a In Sanita 
Soph, TI reat.3 
S.1.c.1.Pag.c 
nu.s, 
b Serm.1.4n « 
$, Andre, 

c De vit.Spir 
lib. 2. fart. 
cap,zt. (mib 
p42.332. D. 


Luke 24, 4 
with Mar, 26 
44. 

Plal.42. I:Z, 


Plal, $4. 1,2 


The Grand Debate reſumed , 


dwell in thy _ they will be ſtill praiſing thee : and yet, 
in thoſe days, their Solemm Service was not made up of Zx- 
temporary conceptions,but of ſet Forms of Praiſe and Prayer, 
&c, to expreſs and entertain their affetions, Chriſt him- 
ſelf ſung that Hymn at his Paſſeover which was cuſtoma- 
rily ſung amongſt the Jews at cheir Paſchal devotions, as 
Beza doth acknowledge, And Revel,15.3. They ſing the 
old Song of Moſes ; and I hope without any allay to their 
affeRion, | 

But from affirmattons you come to inſtance thus , [ Let 
the ſame Sermon be preached an hundred times over, and 
try whether an hundred for one will not be much leſs moved 
by it then they were at firſt. | 

I confeſs it may be fo: but here we have non cauſam 
pro cauſa, you pur a fallacy upon your ſelves as well as 
upon your Reader : For this happens not through the 
Tdentity of the diſcourſe, but through the defeat of the 
Hearer, Man's phantaſy deſires novelty, and in a Sermon 
he looks to be entertained with ſome varzety z bur finding 
his expeitation decerved, he becomes wnſatified, if not 
moved ( otherwiſe then at the firſ# hearing of the ſame 
diſcourſe ) with i»dignation - but let a man out of choice 
read the ſame Sermon never ſo often over, tor the ſetling 
of his F#dement and. direction of his Duty, and he will 
find that his fatisfation will be improved, Otherwiſe it 
would be adviſable to diſlwade men from a frequency of 
reading the ſame Scrzptwre, and receiving the ſame Sacra- 
went, for fear the frequentation ſhould make them nauſe- 
0x, But of this Spiritual refettion that of Syracides is ve- 
rified to all tr#ly devout Souls, 2ut edunt me, adhnc eſuri- 


'29. ent; & qui bibunt me, adhuc ſitient, They that eat hereof 


do yer hunger ; and they that.drink thereof are yet thirſty, 
And he that finds it otherwiſe in himſelf, had-need look 
t0it ; He hath ſomcihine in him that muſt be _—— L 

at 


In the point of Prayer. 
And our Diſſenters confeſs as much in their next words ; 
for they tell us, [ It is »ot only the common corruption of our 
nature, but ſomewhat of innocent infirmity, that i the cauſe 
of this ; and man muſt ceaſe tobe man, or to be mortal, be- 
= it will be otherwiſe, So far as our Corruption 1$ in 
faulr, we muſt take care ( as I was {aying ) to have it mortt- 
fied; and for our common incident 1»firmities, they ma 
be help'd by wholſome methods and preſcriptions. Col. 
ſianxs tells us, that in his time there was wont to be fo 
ſtri& a ſilence and attention at the Celebration of the 
Publick Synaxes, that you would have thought there had 
been never a man preſent but he that did offzciate. And 


even while their City was befieged, the Fewes were (0 in- Jolcph.de Z 
tent upon their Sacred Service , that Plurims Monm_ _ 


quanquam hoſtes ſtriftss gladiis irruentes videbant, intre- 
pidi tamen in peragendis rebus divinis perſeverabant z & 
in ipſo liband: templimy; adolendi miniſterio matabantur, 
ſatuti quoque ——— Religions obſequium, When the 
enemies ruſhed in upon them with their naked ſwords, 
the Prieſts went on in their holy Office ; and preferring 
the duties of their Religion before their Lives, they were 
ſlain in the very exerciſe of their Miniſtery, When the 
Prieſt lummons the attention of the people by that Pre- 
face, Surſum corda, Lift up your hearts, if they anſwer his 
invitationin ſincerity, Habemus ad Dowinum,We lift them 
up unto the Lord; their attention 15 unblamable. And 
that we may be the better diſpoſed to carry ſuch an atten- 
tion to the ſacred office, we ſhould reflect upon our ſelves 
to get a ſenſe of our own indignity and baſeneſle; and 
look up to God, to gaina lively apprehenſion of his glo- 
rious Majefty : and while we duely ponder our diſtance 
from him and our gailtinef before him, this Conſideration 
will beget Rewverence, that Reverence will beget Attention, 
and that Attention will not fail to __ Devotion in us, 

| i 2 For 
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For ſuch incident Evagations and diſtrattions of mind 
as are involuntary and inevitable , they will never be im- 
24, 2<- 4. puted ( for fin) to us, if we may believe * Aquinas, or Baſil 
3.4.13.4d jn him: $i devilitatus a peccato fix? nequs orare, quan: 

. tumcunque potes teipſum cohibeas, & Deus ignoſcet : eo 
| quod non ex negligentia, ſed ex fragilitate, non potes, ut 
oportet, aſſiſtere coram Deo, It thou wanteſt that fixation 
of Spirit which thou defirelt in thy prayers, God will par- 
don it ; becauſe it proceeJech not out of negligence, bur 
of frailty, We had better give ſuch innocent infirmities 
. a toleration, then ſeek to remove them by a Sin and Scan- 
dal ; and ſuch will be our Diſobedience, 
| There are ſome other infirmties that would be thought 
| Cum onnes Of too, though in themſelves very innocent, Whereas the 
(prenzie ane Soul hath * ſundry Faculties ml Operations , we find by 
ie common Experience, that we are not able intenſively to 
| pe nccefe of actuate them all at once, When the IntelefF doth moſt 
0 pofentia in- £4rmeſtly pore upon an Object, to make a Speculation 
Iendiw in ſu of its truth, the Wit is taken off, or infeebled in her of- 
Fre ,arers = fice, and grows remiſ{ to love and embrace the goodneſs 
| qt} ctiom Of it. And man muſt ceaſe tobe man, or to be na before 
raliter in > it will be otherwiſe, Now foraſmuch as the mill and Af- 
_ quia Feftions are the moſt immediate ative inſtruments of De- 
ni virus a4 yotion ( from which it hath as well its worth as its being ) 
pare dijperſ* ang. foraſmuch as theſe can act more earneſtly and fix 
It minor unde e 
bntrario quan- MOTE ſtedfaſtly upon holy ObjeRs, the leſs the Soul is 
incndicer drawn oft by the invention and the diſconrſings of the Un- 
b; poreſt ad a derſtanding ; hence it follows that Common Forms (in 
ha diſpergi 3 which the ſubjeCt-matter of the Prayer with ſuitable a0- 
jun guts, 10 tives and Arguments are ſo digeſted, that the Phantaſy and 
ne requiri- Underſtanding bave nothing to doe, bur to refle& upon 
ber quadam ir- them, and quietly to propound them to- the Wil) are of 
| —_— huge advantage to Devotion, 
licatur ad unum\ non poteſt alteri vehementer attendere, Tho. 1, 2.9 77, 2, 1. in corp. 
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In the point of Prayer. 
By this means therefore we ſee Devotion hath been 
kept up, and kept alive in the Church in moſt, if not in 
all, Ages. And the benefit hereof, becauſe more diſcernible 
towards them, is generally acknowledged in reference to 
the * Weakeſt ( which makes up the far greateſt number ) Pare 
of Chriſtians. And therefore, whereas you conclude, :j,nenibus 
[ that the nature of the thing and the common experience of fri mile 
your own diſpoſitions, and of the effett upon others, aſſureth tr 
you, that underſtanding ſerious Godlineſs i like to be extin- 
guiſhed, if onely Forms be allowed in the Church, on pre- 
tence of extinguiſhing Errours and Diviſions ,] we muſt 
take the liberty to tell you, that as well the experience of 
our own diſpoſitions, as the conſtant Praftice of the Church 
in all Ages, aſſures us the contrary, Hereupon we are 
aſtoniſhed no leſfle at the untruth and perverſity, then at the 
arrogance of your following exprethions, in theſe vain 
words, | And though we have concurred to offer you our 
more Correted Nepenthe's, yet mnſt we, before God and 
men, proteſt againſt the doſe of Opium which you here pre- 
ſcribe or wiſh for, as that which plainly tendeth to care the 
Diſeaſe by the extinguiſhing of Life, and to unite us all in 4 
dead Religion, ) You need not torce your modeſty to rell 
us, ( we know your opinion well enough ) that your own 
Geeſe areall Swans : but we like none of the breed, for 
their black feer ſake, which trample down all order and 
Authority. But your Nepenthe's haply are not ſo proper 
for your Conſtitutions : Things that do exhilarate and 
raiſe the Spirits, and awaken Fancy, are dangerous to be 
adminiſtred to the Frantick. And it 1s an ill * Symptome, * 4pud me, 
that you proclaim your medicine to be your poiſon + but, ure 
if ( finding you in ſome Zucid interval ) we can perſuade jy, 2 
you to take ir, that doſe of Opium will be more ſoveraign rum, qui 
— _ brain, and britg you to reft, and ſertle your punvens 
. uirur,G 
H 3 For : 
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For youtalke idly ſtill, in your next words, [ And when 

our Prayers that avail miſt be effetFnal and fervent, Jam, 
5.6, and Godwill be _— in Spirit and truth, and 
more regardeth the frame of the Heart then the Comtelineſs of 
E avoid; we have no reaſon to be taken with any thing 
that _ to help the Tongue,while we are ſure it ordina- 

rily-hurts the Heart, | So you ſay : but are you ſure on't - 
Will you not eate your words preſently, and tell us, that 
Formes have their laudable uſe ? We ſhall obſerve it as 
we go along with you, In theinterim we do acknowledge, 
that it is not the ſtyle and ornament, but the Humility and 
the fervour, that gives the pertetion unto Prayer: And 
Prayer is then hamble and fervent, not when 'tis deſigned 
and wade to move affetion ( as your extemporary ones for 
rhe moſt part.are) but when it proceeds from it, as the off- 
ſpring of a heart that abounds with humility, feryour and 
rad.2zz, compunttion, Hence * Climacus adviſeth, Noli werbis ex- 
cultioribus in oratione tua uti, Sepe enim Infantium fim- 
plicia, & pura, & balbatientia verba Patrem ſnum qui in 
celis eſt placaverunt, But he ſpeaks of the Prayer, not of 
a Publick , but a Private perſon , offer'd up in his own 
name, and not in the name of the Church. For ſhould the 
Prieſt offer up thoſe ſimplicia and balbutientia verba, thoſe 
Childiſh uncouth expreſſions there, he would cerraialy in- 
curre a juſt ſhame with men , and ſo loſe that concurrent 
help which you formerly commended to us. But what ? 
64 forbi cannot a Form of Prayer be * effeFual and fervent, as 

Frere S: Fames requires? cannot God be worſhipped iz Spirit 
e are no: andintrathin ite Tf you affirm, then you produce theſe 
Yo Scriptures to no purpoſe : but if you dezy, then it will 
4, or fer- follow that no forms are laudable , and then you contra- 

effectuil Jj/F your ſelves, and condemn as well God himſelf as his 
rs that are 9 
reicalz Servants for preſcribing them, 
your Advocate, in his Pcaceable Enquiry about Re-ordination, pg. 


46 


But 


| In the point of Prayer. | 

But for all you have involved your (elves in theſe pal- 
pable Abſurdities, you zre reſolved to hold the Conclu- 
fion ſtill ; for you ſay further, [" It & not the affirmations 


ch a courſe, that can ſo far unman us, as to make us disbe- 
lieve both our own Experience, and common Obſervation of 
the effeft on others,) We know, Humanum eſt errare, and 
if you will not be «n»#and in that ſenſe, who can help 
it? *Tis certain, men may be deceived in their own * Ex- 
perience and in thoſe effeFs which they obſerve in others, 
There is a ſenſible Devotion that begins in ſenſitive natare, 
and makes a con(picuous alteration in #t, It produces great 
renderneſſes, fervour and melting affeions ; it will draw 
fehs from the boſom, and tears trom the eies, and ſpring 
many motions of delefFation and ſweetneſs in the heart, 
And men may have ſo great a complacency in theſe inxn- 
dations of (weetnels and pleaſing imperueſities ( imagining 
them to be gracious effed#s and actuations of the Holy 
Ghoſt ) as to be tranſported with them. And yet this ſex- 
fible Devotion may rather indanger .to depreſle the opera- 
tions of the Spirit, then advance them z; and many.times 
doth nouriſh Pride, ſelf-lowe, and a contempt of others, 
rather then contribute to the augmentation of Dzvine 
Love, or a.proficiency in Obedience, To abate therefore 
the too high eſteem that unwary ſquls may. have of this 
ſenſible fervour and dewation, we are informed by very 
* creditable obſervation, that it is not alwaies a ſign of a 
good diſpoſition or holineſs in the Soul,, Very impious 
perſons-may , and have injoyed it, When it is derived to 
us as the gift of God, he intends it for our zpconragement 
in his pure love; and therefore it is not to be neglected, 
He conſolationes ſeuſibiles * vere, quamus deſpiciende non 
font, non ſunt tamen ſupra modum 4ſtimanas, Quia nec 
ſunt were wittwtes , nec necefarii- ſolidarum virtutum 
| effeF us, 


7 any men in the world, perſuading us of the harmeleſneſs of 
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effetFus, nec neceſſaria profettiis inſtrumenta , ſine quibus 
plurimi ad magnam wirtutem ac mentis puritatem aſcen- 
dunt *, When they are truly ſent us from God, they are 
ſubje& to great perverſ#ties ; if they be not uſed with dif- 
cretion, they may prove pernicious, and plunge the Soul 
more deeply in ſe/f- love and corrupt nature, ( in which they 
are much immerſed, ) But this ſen/tble Devotion, fervour 
and ſweerneſſe, may flow alſo from the mere natural 
remper of the body, or from the vehement intention of the 
mind, or from a toxe and cadence of words, or power of 1an- 
enaze, or from the ſubtile inſinuation and z//sfſon of the 
Devilz as the Maſters of Dewotions do generally obſerve. 

This is a Truth acknowledged in the Morning Exerciſe 
at Cripplegate, (p. 515.) where it is reſolved, That we 
may eaſily be decerved by onr Enlargements , becauſe there 
are many winds and gales blowing from ſeveral quarters, 
which may ſet the Soul in a&tive going and doing ; as Po- 
pular applauſe, high opinions of the Preacher, taking-Ex- 
preſſions i» Prayer, flouriſhing Novelties and notions in a 
Sermon, Satanical infsſions, common and ordinary Inſpira- 
tions of the Holy Ghoſt, vouchſafed to Reprobates, Hebr,6, 
4,5, 6. All which, or any of which, may ſodraw and delight 
the heart. that (as Orpheus's Pipe) they may make the heart 
dance in a duty ;, and yet for all this, it may be poſſible, yea 
probable, the heart may dance after the Devil's pipe. 

And you muſt give other men leave to have their own 
experience and obſervation as well as you. And when we 
ſee in you more Hnmility, Self-denial, Reſignation of will 
and ſelf-conceit, and more obedience to Swperiours, ( which 
are under a divine command , and of indiſpenſable neceſ- 
ſity to Salyation) we ſhall be the more inclinable to be- 
lieve your pretenſions, that ſome proficiency in the way 
of ſolid Vertue and Devotion is to be made-by the courſe 
you plead for, But itis not the affirmations of all the 
| men 


In the point of Prayer. 
men inthe world, ſpeaking m their own behalf and in 
favour of their own conceits, that can ſo far #nman us, as 
to make us wm thoſe prafices to be the effef#s ofthe 
Holy Spirit which contradi@ the Principles of Chriſtianity, 
extinguiſhing both Charity and Obedience. 

But admit the effe&Fs you boaſt of were really the gifts 
of God , and truly tended to the advancement of his pure 
Love in you : would this warrant you to contemn or 
omit the eſtabliſhed Ziturgie of the Church : All the 
Maſters of Devotion, that I have met withall, do reſolve 


otherwiſe, To this purpoſe conſider what Auguſtin Baker Sand.Soph.u 
ſaith in his Treatiſe of Yocal Prayer, As for that Vocal Juprd ; 04p.2. 


Prayer, ( ſaith he, ) either in Publick or Private, which is 
by the lawes of the Church of obligation, no manner of pre- 
tences of finding more profit by internal exerciſes ought to be 
eſteemed a ſufficient ground for any to negledt or diſparage 
it. For though ſome Souls of the beſt diſpoſition might per- 
haps more advance themſelves towards perfeRion by in- 
ternal exerciſes alone : yet ſince generally , even in Relt- 
gion, Souls are ſo tepid and negligent, that if they were left 
to their own voluntary devotions, they would ſcarce ever 
exerciſe either Vocal or Mental Prayer ; therefore = 
much as a manifeſt diſtintion cannot be made between the 
Particular diſpoſitions of Perſons, it was requiſite and neceſ- 
ſary, that all ſhould be obliged to a Publick external perfor- 
mance of divine Service, praiſing God with the tongues alſo 
( which were for that end given us ;, ) that ſo an Order and 
decorum might be obſerved in God's Church, tothe end it 
might imitate the imployment of Angels and glorified 
Saints, in 4 ſolemn united joyuing of hearts and tongues to 
elorify God, This was neceſſary alſo for the edificationand 
invitation of thoſe who are net obliged to the Ofhce, who 
perhaps would never think of God, were they not incouraged 


thereto by ſeeing good Souls ſpend the greateſt part of their 
I time 


| = 
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time in ſuch ſolemn and alimoſt hourly praying to, and 
proifing God, Thus he, 
nad this, perhaps, you may be induced to ſubſcribe to, 
if we can get you in agood mood, 25s you now ſeem to be; 
for you tell us, in your next words, that [' ſome Formes 
have their laudable uſe, to cure the erronr and wice that 
lyeth on the other extream,) It ſeems then there is a Medio- 
erity, and now you are reſolved to kit it. In good time z 
for hitherto you have done more then infinuate , That 
Formes are not a worſhip of God in Spirit and truth, not 
effetuall and ””_ but 4a dead Religion; that ordinarily 
they hurt the heart ;, that they are a doſe of Opinm,that doth 
extinguiſh #nderſtanding- ſerious-godlinefs, and the life of 
Religion, What could you have faid more to load them 
with contempt 2 yet now you confeſs, ſome Forms are not 
only lawful, but landable, This looks like Bellarmine's 
[ Tutiffimum, | that gavea defeat to his whole deſigne. 
He writes five Books againſt Fu{#ificatiow by Faith, and 
then concludes the Controverſie with a Confutation of all 
that he had written of it [ Propter ancertitudinem proprie 
Juſtitiz, & periculum inans gloria, Tutiſhmum eft, fide- 
ciam totam in ſola Dei miſericordia & benignitate reponere,) 
Soour Deformaliſts,atter a miſerable fludFnation, are glad 
ro come to an Axcher, to their T#tif{imum, and to take 
ſanctuary from an impencent ſtorm, by confefſing that 
fome Forms are Lawful, Lawfull; but for whats for 
nothing but to makea wedicine to kill the itch, that of 
ride, curioſity, and novelty, | the errour and wice that 
h on the other extream.) Tis well Forms are good for 
ſomething in your opinion. But let a w/e and an humble 
manuſe chem, and they will ſerve very well to entertain 
and exerciſe a ſound Faith, and a ſincere Love, and aſub- 
Rancial Devotion, 
But by this we ſee theſe men can ſpeak truth , if ny 


In the paint of Prayer. 

kſt, eſpecially when their repstation and intereſt is concer- 
ned inits witneſs that Poſition of Mr Baxter's, * which, 
if his Party had the conſcience to praQiſe it, would put an 
end to our Diviſions, and ſettle us in a happy ſtate of Wns- 
formitie : for thus he faith, [ Let me be bold totell my opi- 
nion to my Brethren of the Miniſtry, that though I deny then 
10 have either credit or = age - againſt the known Word 
of God, yet ſogreat u their credit and Authority, even as 
Teachers &> Guides of the Charch, in Cauſes agreeable to the 
Word, and in Canſes tothe people doubrtul and unknown, 
and in Cauſes left by the Word to their determination, (the 
Word determining them but generally ) that I think the ig- 

norence of this truth hath been the main _ of our ſad 
Confuſtons and Schiſms in» England, and that the Mini- 

ſters have been guilty of it, partly by an over-modeſt con- 

cealing their Authority, and partly by an indi(creet oppoli- 

tion #0 the Papiſts errour of the Authority of the Church : 

and I think that till we have better bangin, even our Godly 


people, what credit and obedience i due to their Teachers | 


and Spiritual Guides, the Charches of England ſhall never 
have peace, or any good or eftabliſht Order, I ſay again, we 
are broken for want of the knowledg of this truth, and till 
thi be known, we ſhall never be well bound up and healed.) 
This is Mr Baxter's ſober Conceſſion; and he thought ic 
{o ſignal a verity, when he wrote it, that he ſeta hand in 
the margent to remark it, and point it out to every 
Reader , as moſt worthy his obſervation, Let him preach 
the ſame Doctrine ſtill,. and a accordingly, and I doubt 
not, the Zitzrgy of the Church will become a Laudable 
Form of Divine Service, and more frequented. 

Bur is it any uncharitable or raſh Cenſure to ſay, that 
He hath juſt cauſe to cry out againſt himſelf, (Fideo melio- 
ra proboque , Deteriora ſequor,) when we ſee him ſo re- 
fraftory to his Spiritual Guides, {0 crofs to his own Prin- 
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ciples,ſetting himſelf in the breach induſtrioufly to prevent 
the cloſing of it * To this end he hath a new deviſe, in the 
next paſſage, which is recommended to us in theſe words, 
| And =, we but ſometimes have the liberty to interpoſe 
ſuch words as are needful to call home and quicken attention 
and affettion, we ſhould think that a convenient conjunition 
of both, might be a well-tempered means to the Conſtitutions 
of moſt, | It ſeems your Wit goes a Wool-gatherinz at the 
time of your devotion, But admit it does; is not the 
voice ofa Publick Solemn Office loud enough to call ir 
home, or can you not find a Red to fetchit? Get a lively 
ſenſe and conſcience of your duty, with an apprehenſion of 
that dreadful! Majeſty, which is alwaies preſent, to behold 
with how ſerious-an aftetion and reverence you perform 
your homaze to him;Try what effects that will work upon 
your Phantaſy, However we commend your »odeſty, thar 
you deſire but ſometimes to have the liberty to rnterpoſe 
ſuch words as are needful to cal home and quicken atten- 
tion and affeiFion, But what? will a dead afteRion and a 
roving phantaſy ſerve God's turn or yours otherwhiles ? 
Beſides, do you take notice that your affection is dull, and 
your Phantaſy a wanarizg , or do you not £ If you do nor, 
you have no occaſion of ſuch zxterjeiops, if you do, then 
zow you are awakened, and you have nothing more to doe, 
but tobe careful to go forward, He that apprehends that 
( out of his own ofcitancy and heedleſne(s) he hath fep'd 
aſide, and loytered. in his journey, and yet deſcrzes his right 
way before him, does but trifle and wander more, in run- 
aingto thenext houſe to parly about his deviation. And 
what are thoſe needful words which you deſire the liberty 
to interpoſe, in the uſe of the Common Publick Form ? Are 
they non-ſenſe, or ſignificant ? If Non-ſenſe, then it will 
be ridiculous to interpoſe them , If $i2nificant, then either 
they ſignify the ſawe thing with the. Form. wherein you 
would 


In the point of Prayer. 
would i»ſert them, or ſomething elſe. If the ſame thing 
with the Form, why ſhould the Form be interrupted ? 
why cannot you pray for the ſame _ in the ſame 
words,as did our Saviour If they fignifie ſomething elſe, 
(that 1s not in the Form, and yet you will z#terrupt the 
Form to znterpoſe them, ) in ſtead of quickening attention, 
you will raiſe a wonder, an1 givea ſcandal , and put the 
people into confuſjen. And therefore 'tis your wiſeſt way 
to keep thoſe needful awakening words , as a Reſerve, to 
aſſiſt you in your private Cloſet z for the conjunction of 
ſuch cr#de interpoſitions with the Publick ſolemn Liturgy 
would be diſconvenient, they will never cotton well, nor 
doth God allow that his field ſhould be ploughed with 
an Ox and an Aſs yoak'd together, 

[ But ſtill we ſee,. (as you proceed in your Complaint ) 
the world will run into extreams, whatever be ſaid or done 
to hinder it,) And they that can run faſter this way then 
your ſelves, tor me, let them win the goale and wear the 
garland. But you ſeek to juſtifie your ſelves, (if you 
could ) in your next lines, where you ſay | 1t & bat lately 
that we were put to it, againſt one extream, to defend the 
lawfulneſs of a Form of Liturgy. | I perceive you would 
faine be reputed Medium Harmonicum ; but the world 
knows, you-have for a long while marr'd the Muſick. of 
this Church by your jarring 4iſþroportions, For who un-- 
taught even your Godly people, what credit and obedience 
iS Cue to their Spiritual Guides, but you 2 Who pulled 
down and diſgraced the Solemn Liturgy of the Church 
but you © That you were put to it, to defend the lawful- 
neſſe of Liturgie, was a neceſſity of your own creating, and 
you did but fight with your own ſhadow in that combate z 
for that extream was your own produQtion, and we ob- 
ſerve you cannot forbear to expreſle a very foxd affeion 
towards it upon all occaſions in your diſcourſe. No, no, 
I. 3 We 
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We cannot be deluded by ſuch eqs/vocation ; you never 
cordially eſpouſed the quarrel of a Liturey : we perceive 
well enough where the ſhoe wrings you, (in your next 
words) when you tell us | Now on the other extream, it 
troubleth ws that we are forced againſt you, even ſuch as 
you, to defend the uſe of ſuch prayers of the Paſtours of the 
Churches as are neceſſarily varied according to Subjeits and 
Occaſions ; while you would have no prayers at all in the 
Church but ſuch Preſcribed Forms,) Whether that redupli- 
Cation of [' you , even ſuch as you, | be an Emphaſis of 
reſpect or indignation, we ſhall not conſult Mr Baxter's 
Grotian Religion to interpret it, But if to have no Prayers 
in the Publick Solemn Service of the Church but Pre- 
ſcribed Forms be one of your Extreams , we hope 'tis fo 
onely in that ſenſe in which the Pythagoreans called Vertue 
«xepms, an extremitic, for its ſuwpereminency and perfe- 
Qion; for weareſure it is oppoſite to no moral Vertue, 
And yer if the Paſtors of the Churches (by them under- 
ſtanding the B:ſhops, as the Ancients uſually do ) ſhall in 
their Prudence think fit ro vary the Forms upon occa- 
fion, we are alwaies content to ſubmit to the variation : 
But that ſingle Presbyters ever had that Liberty of vary- 
ing according to their own Phantaſies , we itedfaſtly deny. 
And we adde yet further, that the Subje#s and Occaſions 
may be ſuch as in diſcretion are not fit to be inſerted into 
the Solemn Service of the Church, S* Paul's thorne in the 
fleſh might have wounded the heart of an unwary weak 
Diſciple, if it had been inſerted iato the Publick Liturgy, 
* Tc is more ſafe and prudent to recommend {ome things ro 
Almighty God in general exprefſions , then to inſiſt roo 
particularly and politively upon them, Chriſt knew very 
well the chief and particuler wants of his Diſciples, when 
they begg'd that form of Prayer of him ; yet he deſcends 
not to any enumeration of thoſe particulars, but a” 
the 
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the Form in General terms, becauſe it was for a Publick 
uſe and benefit, In petendis 4 Deo beneficits ſepe erramwe, Piones 
nec in hiſce rebus Deo quaſs precum vis eft adferenda, ſed phUrs ro 
liberum illi permittendum, ut nos quo libuerit maxime ins Perfeftionis 
pellat, Fieri enim ſepe ſolet, ut Deus iis qui bac animes 93619: 
diſpeſitione carent quod petuvt impertiatur, quod tamen ipfis 
rnine poſtea ſit occaſio. 2uare Diaboli videtar eſſe ad certaris 
ejuſmodi rerum intempeſtivas efflagitationes incitare, TO 
this we may adde that of De /a Ceraa, Petere pro ſeipſo tem- 
poralia, quamwvis unicuiq, eatenus liceat quatenus per talem 
petitionem fatemur Deum omnium authorem & proſpe3o- 
rem, e1que nos ſubmittimus, ea efflagitantes que nobis ad- 
miniculo eſſe poſſunt ad virtutem 7 ad ſunm ipſins cultum : 
rutius #amen eſt, nihil inparticulari poſtulare, niſi ea quibue 
vulls modo poſſumus male uti, utcor contritum & humilia- 
tum, deduci in viam veritatis, & in ſemitam mandatorum 
Dei, & f1milia, Cetera vero, quorum bonus poteſt eſſe & 
malus #/#5, ſub generali womine petenda ſunt , ut docebat 
Socrates, dicens, Bona a Deo petamns, hoc eſt, ſub has 
generali yomine, Da quz# nobis bona ſunr, Quantumvis 
enim conditione moderetur petitio noſtrs, dicentes, fi fuerit 
voluntas tua ſemper tamen latet anguis in herba, hoc eff, 
voluntas noſtra i» i//a conditione, aviditaſque impetrands, 
qued noſtra eff voluptas, De la Cerda in Epiſt. ad Rom: 
c.8, $.74. ad hec verba| Nam quid oremus ficut oporter, . 
neſcimus.] 

But you demand, ['///hy may we not addr, that whoſoever 
moketh the formes impoſed on us, if he uſe them, is guilty 
4s well as we , of praying according to his private conce- 
ptions ? | For your (atisfation herein you might have 
remembred the old Rule, [ Cum duo faciunt idem; non et 
idem :| What is compoſed as well by the dire&ion as 
allowance of Awthority, and is injoyned by it to be uſed, 
hath that ſacred ſtamp upon it, that doth ſufficiently di- 
ſinguiſh it from all private Conceprions, You 
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You addein thelaſt place, | we never ſaw it proved 
from Scripture, that Chriſt appointed any to ſuch an office, as 
to make Prayers for other Paſtours and Churches to offer up 
fo God : and that this being none of the works of the Apoſts- 
lick or common Miniſterial office in the Primitive Church, 
i n0 workof any = of Divine Inſtitution, )] That God 
made Forms of Prayer and Bleſſing for the uſe of the 
Churchand Prieſthood is evident, Numb.6,23,* &c, Luk. 

I1,2, That David and other Holy Prophets were inſþired 
of God for that work, cannot be denied; or if it ſhould, 
we may prove it by theſe inſtances. 1, Officers are deſfig- 
ned, 1 Chron,15,16,17, And 2, their office (to celebrate 
the Solemn Service of God morning and evening) is ap- 
pointed, 1 Chroy, 23. 30, And 3.ths office did not confiſt 
of extemporary Conceptions, but of ſet & preſcribed Forms, 
penn'd by ſuch perſons as were endow'd with Gifts and in- 
veſted with Authority to doe it : as may eaſily be evinced 
from the very Titles of theſe Pſalms, Pſal, 4. | Tothe 
chief Muſician on Nezinoth, A Pſalm of David ] Thatis, 
&« faith Deodati, Publiſhed by David, for the wſe of the 
© Church, though it was penn'd before upon ſome part:- 
© cular occaſion, Pſal.50, the Title is | A Pſalm of Aſaph] 
a famous Muſician in David's daies, 1 Chron. 25,2, who 
was alſo a Prophet and Compoler of Pſalms , 2 Chron, 
29, 30, © Whereupon ( ſaith Deodatz) it is not certain 
* whether the Pſalms which are #ntituled by his name were 
*© compoſed by him, or whether they were onely diredFed 
*©ro him and his ſucceſſors, to be plaid and ſang in their 
© turns by the holy Muſick, Pſal. 102, the Title is | A 
Prayer of the afflitted,when be s overwhelmed, and powreth 
out his complaint before the Lord, © It is apparent, faith 
© Deodati, that this Pſalm was penned towards the end of 
*© the Babylonian Captivity, tobe a Form of Prayer for the 
* reſtauration of God's people ,” according to his prone 
P[ats 


Pſal. 92, the Title is { A Pſalm or Song for the Sabbath 

day ] © that is, ſaith Deodati, to be ſolewnly ſung in the 

'* Aſſemblyes apon the Sabbath asy. From Pal, 120. 

to Pſal. 134. ( inclaſivt ) there are 15, Pſalms which are 

intitled { Pſalms of Degrees, ] © Which Title, faith Deo- 

« ati, is of very obſcureand doubfull ſignification , 

« the likelyeſt opinion is, that theſe Pſalms were eit 

« newly penned, or choſen out from amongſt the old ones, 

*ro be ſung by the people in their recura from Bebylox, 

©1in their ſeveral daies journeys or ſtages as they tra- 

«© yelled, eicher one or more, or all at every removing. 

* Others ſay they were ſo ſtyled, becauſe they were woanr 

& to be ſung upon thoſe fifteen eps which were between 

* the mens Coxrt and that of the Prieſts. However we 

are ſure they are Forms of Worſhip , of Praiſe, or Prayer, 

and Thanksgtving : and then, it you will allow the Com- 

poſers of them to be of God's apporntmmene, we have even. 

in Scripture tound ſome appornrted by Chriſt to ſuch an of+ 

fice as to make Prayers for other Paſtowrs and Churches to 
offer up ro God. And may wenot find the like in the New 

T _ ? Evant nomulti apud priſces illos Chriſtiane TheophylaQ. 
fiaes ſeftatores qui | + tor gratiam lingua exciperent, ,;., 

&c. Lwuinttiam Pſalmos ex priſcs ills nounutli per ſpiri- 

talem gratiam componebant, Cum pltraqae torum que nobis Tem td Roms: 
profim ignorames inmilia prieremas , accedrbat orations © 
chariſma uni caidem toram qui tum Vixersm, & quod com- 
muniter onmibns conferebat, ipſe ftans precabutar, alzoſque 
id petere docebas; And that theſe Pſalms and Prayers were 
intended for the uſe and benefic of God's Church we may 
conclude from the whole diſcourſe of the Apoſtle. And 
when that Apoſtle gives ſo ſtrict a charge, | Let althings- 
be done decemly and in order ;, tet all things be done to the 
glory of God ;, let all things be done to edifications] Is not 
the duty of arderine all things according cothis Kele => 
K cially; 
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cially incumbent upon the Governours of the Church ? 
Doth he not ſay perſonally to Titws, | For this canſe left I 
thee in Crete, that thou — ſet in order thethings that 
are wanting ?] Titg,5, And doth he not write to Timothy, 
[ that firſt of all Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and 
giving of Thanks be made af all men? } Is not Timothy the 


ike of the Ser- Biſhop incharged with th Office ? and is not this a ſpe- 


cial Order given to him, touching the Subſtance of Pablick 
Prayer to be ſetled in all the Aſſemblies of his Juriſdiftion ? 
This therefore is a work of the Apoſtolick or common Mini- 
fterial office , and conſequently the work of an office of 
Divine Inſtitution, 

But adinit we had no ſach warrant, either of expref 
Precept or clear Example, in Holy Scripture for this Pra- 
Eice: yet the lawfulneff thereof may be evinced upon 
theſe undeniable Principles, 

I. The Apoſtles intended Unzty, and to that end re- 
commended 0rder and Uniformity to the Churches, That 
they intended Uxity is evident, Epheſ.4.1,2,3,8c, I there- 
fore, the Priſoner of the Lord, Jeſae ou that ye walk wor- 
thy of the vocation wherewith ye are called , with all lowli- 
nefs and meekneſs, with long-ſuffering , forbearing one ans- 
ther in love : endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of ; gs There is one body, and one Spirit, even 
as ye are called in one hope e 4 your calling : One Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who « above 
all, and through all, and in you all, And Rom,16.17, Now I 
beſeech you, | 2dr. mark them which cauſe diviſions and 
offences, contrary tothe doftrine which ye have learned, and 
avoid them, 

T hat they recommended njformity and Order , to pre- 
ſerve that Unity, is no leſs evident-; and upon this account, 
their Order was a Proſpe& of ſo much pleaſure to the 
-Great Apoſtle im the Church of the Coloſſians (Col, 2. 5.) 

L443 - | For 
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For though I be w/o in the fleſh, yet am I with you in the 
Spirit, joying and beholding your Order, and the Stedfaſt- 
neſs of your Faith i» Chriſt *, When men begin to break , __ 
order , they grow looſe in their Faith both to God and ,'T,** 
man, This is the Firſt Principle, WS venant, in 
2, The Apoſtles, at their firf preaching of the Goſpel, © 
did not eſtabliſh chat Order which the State of the Church 
did afterwards require. This is evident, from thoſe De- 
crees made in the firſt Council at Feruſalew, AR, 15, and 
from that of the Apoſtle, | The reſt will I ſet in order when 
I come.) The Second Principle, 
3. They exſpeRted ſuch a ſettlement to be made by 
thoſe to whom they did intruſt the Government of the 
Church, This is evident from $* PauPs Epiſtle to Titms, 
(Chap.1, 5.) where he tells him, | Foy this cauſe left I thee 
in Crete , that thou ſhouldſt ſet in order the things that are 
left undone , ( according to the Original.) ] From which 
words theſe two things do naturally follow : 1. Thar, at 
his firſt preaching of the Goſpel S* Paul had left ſome 
things ##done , which, even in his own judgment, were, 
afterwards, fit to be done, ( which ſhews the vanity and 
falſhood of that pretenſion, That becauſe the Apoſtles did 
not eſtabliſh ſuch and ſuch things, therefore ( forſooth ) 
they. did not think them convenienc to be eſtabliſhed at 
all.) 2, ( From hence it follows ) That he exſpeed the 
accompliſhment hereof from the care of Titus, The Third 
Principle, 
4. They gave certain Canons or general Rules to dire&t 
the Governours of the Church in making ſuch Eſtabliſh» 
ments, Such are thoſe mentioned in S* Pas/'s Epiſtles, 
Let all things be done to the glory of God, Let all things be 
done to edifications, Let all things be done decently, and in - 
order, Hereupon *Calvin, writing of Eccleſiaſtical Conſtt- ,, oftitur: 
tutions, doth acknowledge ſome of them to be lawful, »t 9.19. 5: 
K.2 Des 
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Dei verbo conſemtanes, 25 being confonant to the Word 
of God, And * zeza ſaith, Neceſſe eft ut in domo Det om- 
nia ordine fiant; enjus Ordiuis una quidem eft univerſalis 
ratio ex werbo Dei petenda, ſed non una & eadem forma 
quibuſois circumſt Wis conveniens : That is , It s neceſ- 
ſary that in the houſe of God all things be done in Order , of 
which Order the ons Univerſal Rule or Reaſon is tobe takep 

out of the Word of God, though there be nat one and the fame 

form agreeing in all circumſtances, And again, Eju/modi 

conſtitutiees, ( ſaith he) quod attinet ad finem & funda- 

mentum, nempe generale illud decorum quod nobis obſer- 

vandum precipitur, divine ſunt & caleftes: That is, Such 

Conſtitutions, as ta the end and foundation of them, to wit, 

that General Decorum which we are commanded to obſerve, 

are divine axd celeſtial, The Fourth Principle. 

5. They left it to the Fudement of the Governours of 
the Church to determine of the Particulars to be eſtabli- 
ſhed according to Theſe Rules, That the-Church hath 
power to inſtirute External Xztes , and preſcribe Forms, 
3nd to make Canons and Conſtitutions, to aſſiſt her Chil-' 
dren and regslate their PraiZice in the Pablick Worſhip 
and Service of God, is the Confeſſion of All Churches, 
And this is conſonant to the Word of God too, For that 
Word, or God by it ( which is all one ) gives a charge to 
the Church ( as hath been aid ) to doe all things to Edifica- 
tion,and the Glory of God; and to this end,it injoyns hey to 
perform all her Holy Offices decently and iz ES and to 
worſhip God :n the beauty of HolineſS. This the Word of 
God commands, but does not determine the Particulars 
wherein that Order, beauty & decency do conſiſt. It follows 
therefore that 7his Word of God ſuppoſeth a Power in the 
Church to i»ſitute Rites, and preſcribe Forms, and make 
Canons ro tha purpoſe. And where ſhal we find this power 
lodged: by the Apoſtle, (at that time when there were no 
Kines 
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Xines that were nurſing Fathers to the Church ? ) Forths 

_ 1 left thee, ( Titue, 2 fingie Perſon, and at leaſt a 

Biſhop, ) in Crete, that thos ſhouldſt [et in order the things 

that ave waming, ( Tit.1.5. ) The Pgwer and Authority 

is lodged in the Governours, that is, the Biſhops of the 

Church. The Fifth Prznciple. — 
6, That all SubjedFs an14 Members of the Church are Doarine be- 

obliged in Conſcience to ſubmit ro and obey ſuch Determi- fore mentions 

ations, For 'tis moſt certain, where ſome are impowered —— 

rocommand, others are injoyned to obey ; elfe the Power vernours of « 

given to Superiors would be to no effeft, Hereupon Bezs Church. 

acknowledgeth, T hat although theſe Ecclefiaſtical Conffe- 

txtions be Humane and mutable, ani do not propree per ſe, 

properly by themſelves bind the Conſcience, yet, þ qui- 

dem probe & juſts ſunt, itthey be juit and honeſt, we are 

ſo far forth obliged to obſerve chem as they conduce to rhe #*. Ecclehe 

edification of the Church, and that we may avoid Scandal, _ | 

Thos Beza, And the Presbyterian Divines do acknow- diculum vite- 

ledge as much in their Grand Debate, (pag, 92.) [ The Swh- _— 

JedFs ( fay they ) are bound to obey a * true Authority in ſuch * was 0. 

rmpoſitions (a3 they are there ſpeaking of,) where the matter Cromncl"sn 

belongs to the Cognizance and of fice of the Ruler.] But ;j,, or 

ſuppoſe I ſhould ſcr»ple my Obedience, thinking my Swpe+ thought your 

riour's impolitions to be againſt the commands of God, #'*5 bound 

Why, even inthis caſe I am obliged to lay «ſide my own «, fulſe, ; 

ſcruples, and tobring ſuch thoughts into captivity to the 

obedience of Chriſt, who hath commanded me to obey _ Hebr. 13. 17; 

that have the Rule over me. My doubting whether the 

Command be Lawful, or whether it exceeds the Power 

of my S»perior to command it, will not excuſe my Diſ- 

obedience. For in doubtfull matters, Melior eſt conditio 

Poſcidemss, He that is in poſeſfon hath the better #ztereſt : 

And that the S»perior is poſleſt of his Right of command- 

ing is unqueſtionable ; and therefore I am bound in Con- 

K 3 {cience 
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ſcience to ſtand for his command, till it be evinced that his 
command is of a thing #n/awfull, or above the ſhear of his 
Authoritie. Tis true, A ſuperior cannot command a thing 
#nlawful : but ſeeing he doth judge, upon mature delibe- 
ration, that his command is /awfu! , though thou doubteſt 
of the Honeſty or Lawfulneſs thereof , it is much more 
equal, in this cafe, to ſubſcribe to his F#dgment, then to 
give way to thy Scruple or dubitation, Otherwiſe it will 
nnavoidably follow, that all Zaw and order is gone, when 
upon the account or pretence of ſuch thinking, doubt- 
ing or ſcrupling, the moſt ſtubborn and pertinacious may 
take liberty to oppoſe all Laws and orders, there being no 
way left to bring them to acknowledge any, as ſubſervient 
to the Lawes of God , or conſiſtent with them, but ſuch as 
Themſelves (hall diate or find ſuitable to their own He- 
WOnr. 

I havenow finiſhed my deſign, and run over ſo much of 
The Grand Debate as I undertook to Anſwer, (The Reſt, 
Thope, will be managed by a better pen and judgment, ) 
And it they have alledged any thing eMe in favour of 
their P#lpit-Conceptions, to the neglet? or diſÞaragement 
of the Publick Form, ( in ſome other Paragraphs of their 
Debate, which I have not yet had the leiſure to examine ) 
Fam apt to perſuade my (elf, it is obviated in ſome part of 
this diſcourſe, 

But we need no more to juſtifie the Governors of the 
Church in-their impoſition of Ser Forms, then what the 
evidence and force of truth hath drawn out of the very 
bowels of Smedymnus to this purpoſe. 

Mtr 7im. Tong Primo ( ſaith* T, T,) preces ſecundum tempor is —_ 


his Dies De Fe erant adbibits , hominum mentibus ad precandum .de- 
minica , }.b. 2 
aD. 109. 


* wote a Sp. Santto diſpoſitis. Poſtea vero (quando aſtutia Dia- 
nag. 122. boli warit tn religione obrepſerant errores) protrattu tem- 
porys evenit, ut preces contra fidem ab aliquibas inveheren- 

tur, 
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fur, Proſpiciente Eccleſia huic Errort, triplex adhibitum 
erat remedium, Primo, cautum fuit, ut nulli pro arbittio 
precum formulas contexere, quas in publicis conventibus 
recitarer, liceret, ſed * exdem retinerentur in quocunque « j,.. $1.4 
conventu, Ita Conc, Laod, Cans, bad been « 

Deinde ſtatutum erat, ut de precibus, quibus in con- jj, * -®: 
greſſibus uterentur, cum inſtructioribus fratribus confer- ſuerudine , 
rent. Ita Conc.3. Carthag, Can.t3, erat cantum, Z0narss ine 

Tandem definitum erat, ut null alia preces vel oratio- when. i 
nes dicerentur in Eccleſia , nift quz a Synodo erant appro- fer, that 
batz z (Concil, Milevit, 2. Can, 12,) ne forte aliquid con- ; —_— 
tra fidem, vel per ignorantiam, vel per minus ſtudium, fit rily uſed tc 
compoſitum, Utriuſque remedii, ſecundi ſcilicet & terti;, long time i 
occurrit mentioin Concil, Afric, can, 70, T, 1, Thus he, — 

And, not to refle& upon the Artifice which is there 
uſed to make theſe Authorities, if it were poſlible, to 
comply with the SmefZymnnzan deſign and intereſt, we 
may averre with Confidence, that never had any Church 
more reaſon to determine the ſeveral parts of the Miniſte- 


rial office, then the Church of England hath at this day, 


The End. 


